
Greatest
Gifts

It's a 
Wonderful 
Life

A  D E V O T I O N A L
I N S I P I R E D  B Y

the





It's a Wonderful Life

A  D E V O T I O N A L
I N S I P I R E D  B Y

Greatest
Gifts

the



Copyright ©2021
First Baptist Church Marble Falls
All Rights Reserved

Art direction by Jonathan Sultemeier



1

Forward

A favorite of many of us at First Baptist Church Marble Falls, we 
are delighted to bring you the musical, It’s a Wonderful Life. These 
last two years of unpredictable and unprecedented circumstances 
leave us extra grateful for the gift of live performances and the 
opportunity to worship corporately. Take a moment with us to pause 
and thank God for that sweet gift. Thank you, Lord.

During this season of giving, we couldn’t help but think about the 
gifts associated with the characters in this beloved story and we are 
excited to share our hearts with you in a devotional. These gifts are 
matters of the heart, soul, and spirit, characteristics that God grows 
in us and those around us when we love and submit to Him. They 
transcend socio-economic status, race, physical ability, intelligence, 
and culture. Everyone is welcome to receive and be blessed by these 
gifts.

These gifts are available to us because of Jesus. He is the ultimate gift 
and the reason any transformation takes place in our lives. Journey 
with us from now until Christmas morning as we celebrate Him, 
unwrapping and reflecting on the gifts in our lives that come from 
His love and our surrender and yielding to Him.
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George Bailey
T H E  G I F T  O F  T R U S T

by Laine Melikian

Carry one another’s burdens and in this way fulfill the law of Christ.
Galatians 6:2

As a kid, I grew up every year watching It’s a Wonderful Life on 
Christmas Eve with my family. We would break out the old VHS, 
start a fire, and open homemade gifts from each other, a tradition 
started by my mother, but honestly loathed by us all.

It didn’t take long before it felt like you had the whole film 
memorized. You looked forward to George and Mary falling into 
the pool at prom, and George offering to lasso the moon, or their 
makeshift honeymoon after spending all their money on the rescue 
of the blue collar people in their town. Although George regularly 
saw his position in life as an image of his own failures, those of us 
watching were in awe of a life lived that was more sacrificial for 
people than we could ever imagine. Our souls wanted to be like 
George Bailey, middle-class heroes in our cities, but our hearts often 
didn’t know how to get there. And yet there we were, on the eve of 
a day where we would live in abundance, watching man sacrificially 
love his town, almost to his own demise.

It was there that we often saw a better picture of the church than we 
could have ever imagined. That even in the people of God, we can 
often find our hearts concerned with what our brothers and sisters 
owe us, or what could be repaid, or hesitant to put our trust in other 
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people. We swear that the more we have the more sacrificial we 
become and yet it sometimes feels like the old saying wins the day, 
“mo money, mo problems.”

But George Bailey, the example of all the things we want to be, found 
out that his love for others brought him a wonderful life. Or as Jesus 
might put it... life to the full. And it seems like Paul understood this 
about the faith when he encouraged the Galatians, in one of my 
favorite passages of scripture, Galatians 6:2. 

The Galatians, a people so concerned with what laws put them in 
good standing with a righteous God, needed to be reminded of what 
George already knew, that the most obedient we can be is to step 
up and step in for our fellow man, that when our neighbor is at his 
weakest, the church has the chance to be its strongest… that when 
the burden is painfully heavy for our brother or sister, the church 
does not let the weight of life, of temptation, or deep sin, win the day 
in the Body of Christ. No, we sacrifice our finances, though we may 
never be paid back. We welcome people into our homes though there 
are children and messes everywhere. We take care of our families 
while our siblings live out our dreams. We live our lives to the 
fullest as defined by the Kingdom of God, not the kingdom of this 
world and we too will find that a life of sacrifice to one another and 
centered on Jesus Christ... is a wonderful life. 

Father, this Christmas, help us trust you so that we can sacrifice 
for others.  Help us to trust that the sacrifice is not in vain 
because you are King.  Thank you for the Body of Christ, the 
church, and that following you, we can do exponentially more 
together than we can alone. We love and trust you. Amen



4

Clarence
T H E  G I F T  O F  E N C O U R A G E M E N T

by Sherry Taylor

Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice!  Strive for full restoration, encourage 
one another, be of one mind and live in peace.  And the God of love and 
peace will be with you. 2 Corinthians 13:11

This summer I spent as much time as my schedule would allow 
watching the Olympics.  I enjoyed seeing athletes set new records, 
create new moves, and just enjoy competing.  But I think my favorite 
part was seeing teammates, coaches, and other competitors gather 
in support of each other.  Before, during, and after the events, the 
encouragement was obvious–parents, family, and friends so excited 
during the event, coaches and teammates jumping and screaming.  
Win or lose, joy or disappointment, they gathered–coaches, 
family, teammates, friends, and even fellow competitors–because 
encouragement is that important.

But, of course, it is not just athletes who need encouragement.  
We remember encouraging children learning to walk or to say 
the alphabet.  Teens need our support while learning to play an 
instrument or work through complexities of a new math course, 
relationships, and life choices.

As we see with the characters in our story, adults (all of us) need 
encouragement, too, and what a great encourager Clarence is, helping 
George to see how important his influence has been to the people 
of Bedford Falls.  Remember how George helped his brother, Harry, 
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encouraging him to go to college and to move on with his wife to a 
new job.  George saw to it that Uncle Billy and Tilly felt valued in their 
work and he encouraged Violet to move forward with her dreams.

Clarence helped George to see how he had found a way for many 
in town to have good, affordable housing and make it through 
when the banks closed.  Yes, Clarence was quite an encourager by 
helping George see how important his support had been to Bedford 
Falls!  Embracing this spirit of encouragement, the townspeople had 
learned to encourage each other, and to help and support George 
when he needed it!

What does God’s word say about encouragement?  Hebrews 10:24-
25 says “Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love 
and good works.  And let us not neglect our meeting together, as 
some people do, but encourage one another….”  In 1 Thessalonians 
5:11 we read, “So encourage each other and build each other up.”  
Yes, God encourages us and gives us the gift of encouragement so 
we can put it into actions, supporting and loving each other.

So let us also move forward, remembering Clarence’s words to 
George and to all of us, “There is a purpose just for you, one life 
touches one life, like a candle burning bright to light the way for 
others.”

Father, thank you for the encouragers you have sent into our 
lives.  They have picked us up when we’ve fallen, spurred 
us on during tough times, walked with us through difficult 
valleys, and shone lights in our darkness.  Thank you for the 
encouragement that comes from the example of Jesus and the 
Holy Spirit to keep our faith, to persevere, to walk away from 
sin, to love in the face of hurt and hate.  We are encouraged by 
you, Lord.  We look to you to help us to be encouragers, to be 
beacons of hope in this world.  Please help us, Lord.  Amen.
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Mother Bailey
T H E  G I F T  O F  D I S C E R N M E N T

by Amy Stubblefield

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in 
knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what 
is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the 
fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ - to the glory and 
praise of God. Philippians 1:9-11

Discernment is an important part of our spiritual lives but not 
something we talk about often. You may not even be 100% sure what 
discernment is. According to the dictionary, discernment is defined 
as “the ability to judge well” or “in Christian contexts, perception 
with the view to obtaining spiritual guidance and understanding.” 
Mother Bailey is a great example of someone with discernment; she 
knows George needs a partner who will walk with him through the 
challenges of life and sees that potential in Mary even when George 
is seemingly oblivious to it. 

It’s admirable to see discernment in others, but the question we have 
to ask ourselves is, how can I have discernment in my own life? The 
only true way to gain access to this gift is by following the leading 
of the Holy Spirit. This means seeking the Spirit’s voice and leading 
over our desires. Philippians 1 gives us a good hint about how to 
do that - by seeking knowledge and insight from God. The Bible is a 
treasure; it’s a living Word that speaks into our lives when we read 
and meditate on it. So how do I get discernment? By reading His 
word. And not just now and then, for the pressing issues I’m facing. 
I need to read His word daily, over and over again, meditate on it, let 
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it sink into my heart and soul. Then the Holy Spirit can speak into 
my circumstances and give me the wisdom and guidance I need. 

Take a moment to think about where you need discernment in your 
life, then commit to take it to the Lord and seek His wisdom.

Father, I find myself in need of discernment about ____________. 
You know how this issue affects my life and the lives of those 
around me. Show me through your word and through your Holy 
Spirit what You want in this situation. I pray that with your help 
I’ll discern what is best and be pure and blameless for You. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Pop Bailey
T H E  G I F T  O F  S T E A D F A S T N E S S

by Dawn Jones

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, when you face trials of 
many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces 
perseverance.  Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature 
and complete, not lacking anything. James 1:2-4 (NIV)

Pop Bailey is a devoted husband and father who uses his position at 
the Building & Loan to help the struggling people of Bedford Falls 
find affordable housing for themselves and their families. Though 
Pop loves and values this work, he constantly has to scrimp and save 
in order to make ends meet and to keep the Building & Loan afloat, 
all while his greedy and heartless rival Henry Potter tries to drive 
him out of business.  

Despite all of these challenges, Pop works tirelessly and selflessly to 
help better the lives of his family and his fellow citizens, many times 
at the expense of himself and the business. Pop’s steadfastness and 
willingness to faithfully follow the calling on his life result in his 
legacy becoming part of the fabric of his family as well as the larger 
community of Bedford Falls. 

We see that the mission of the Building & Loan is still helping 
the less fortunate. We see that the Bailey name is still trusted and 
respected throughout the community. Most importantly, we see that 
Pop’s work ethic and love for his fellow man have been instilled in 
George, though George doesn’t always recognize nor appreciate the 
magnitude of the gift he has been given.
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As I ponder the steadfastness of Pop Bailey and the impact it had 
on his life and the lives of others, I wonder how many blessings I 
miss when instead of enduring, and maybe even at times embracing, 
the challenges I face in my life, I try to short-circuit God’s plan 
by instead seeking out comfort over difficulty or quick fixes over 
persistence, forgetting that enduring hardship is what makes me 
stronger, more resilient, and more empathetic to the sufferings of my 
fellow man. Truth be told, it’s not the rewards in my life that grow 
me and shape me and my future legacy but the adversity, because 
adversity challenges me to discover who I really am, what I really 
believe, and how I really want to live.  

Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, 
that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those 
who love him. James 1:12

Father, give me the strength and courage to faithfully pursue 
your calling on my life, especially when the journey is long, 
difficult, and filled with obstacles. When I am tempted to 
go my own way, help me to instead draw near to You and 
remember the crown of life you have promised to those who 
steadfastly follow after you. Amen.
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Sam Wainwright
T H E  G I F T  O F  F R I E N D S H I P

by Linda Boatman

Just like an elaborate fruit basket at Christmas, people are full of 
gifts to give. Galatians 5:22-23 says the fruit of the Spirit is “love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control”. Letting God grow this fruit in our lives and letting it 
flow into our interactions with others can be some of the best gifts 
we give this season.

In It’s a Wonderful Life we see examples of these gifts being given 
in the everyday lives of the people of Bedford Falls. This is a small 
town, and the people struggle with their own problems. However, 
they are not selfishly ignoring the problems of others. We see 
examples of their spiritual fruit as they interact with each other.

One person, Sam Wainwright, stands out from the others in his use 
of what God has grown in him. He shows love and joy when he 
returns to Bedford Falls for a visit.  Sam is one who has grown up 
in Bedford Falls. He enjoys the camaraderie of the town and the 
togetherness of the friends from high school sports. He is one of the 
stars of the town, recognized by the townspeople for his success in 
college sports.  He did not stay in Bedford Falls after college, but he 
went on to become a successful businessman who travels the world.  
He did not, however, forget his hometown friends. He is loyal to the 
spirit of the town he grew up in. When he is advised of the troubles 
his friend, George Bailey, is facing, he immediately takes action. His 
telegram to George shows his gift of loyalty and friendship in this 
time of trouble:
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“Mr. Gower cables you need cash. Stop. My office instructed to 
advance you up to twenty-five thousand dollars. Stop. Hee-haw and 
Merry Christmas.”

Sam’s joyful, loving faithfulness to his friend is evident as he steps in 
to generously help – without even being asked. 

Do you have a friend like Sam?  Have you ever been given the gift 
of friendship and loyalty?  If you have, take some time to thank the 
Lord for that person and the special gift of having someone like that 
in your life.  

What kind of friend are you? Are you a fair-weather friend who 
is around when things are going well and disappears when 
problems present themselves? Are you the kind of friend who wants 
recognition for the “friendly” things you do for someone?

One with many friends may be harmed, but there is a friend who stays 
closer than a brother. Proverbs 18:24 (CSB) Sam was that kind of friend.  
Are you?

Thank you, Father, for your guidance in helping us to stay closer 
to those in need of our loyalty and friendship. Also thank you 
for those people who have shown up in our lives in our times of 
need.  Amen
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Mary Bailey
T H E  G I F T  O F  

C A L M  &  C O N T E N T M E N T

by Meaghen Chandler

Let your gentleness be evident to all.  The Lord is near.  Do not be anxious 
for anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 4:5-7 (NIV)

Peace, calm, contentment… Are there three more counter-cultural 
words when compared to today’s fast-paced, polarized, materialistic, 
easily-offended world?  I don’t think so.

In the story, Mary Bailey is our counter-cultural gal. When George 
gives away the honeymoon money to help the people of Bedford 
Falls, Mary makes the best of it and decorates the old Granville 
house so that they can have a honeymoon without the big plans 
and exotic travel.  When George laments that there’s more out there 
for them, fancy clothes, luxurious trips, Mary reminds him that she 
doesn’t need a whole lot of things to make her happy, just him and 
the love they have for each other.  When George is so frustrated on 
Christmas Eve that he manages to wound everyone in the room and 
storm away, Mary instructs the children to pray and urgently, but 
calmly, takes action.

Living in our modern “Insta” world, we so badly want a shortcut, 
but there is no shortcut to that kind of peace, calm, and contentment.  
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In our real-life stories, those qualities only come from a consistent 
knowing and sitting with Jesus, choosing to talk to God about 
anything and everything, as well as listening quietly, so that His 
peace guards our hearts and minds.

This Christmas, let’s give ourselves the gift of strengthening a habit 
of sitting with the Good Shepherd, the one who helps us lie down 
in green pastures, who leads us beside still waters, who restores our 
souls, who leads us in the paths of righteousness, who walks with us 
in the valley so we don’t have to be afraid, who comforts us.  He has 
gifts of peace, calm, and contentment waiting for us.

Father, in a culture of keyboard warrioring and quick offense, 
help me take a breath and be a presence of peace.  When I look at 
what my neighbors have and my heart begins longing for more, 
please remind me to say a prayer of thanksgiving for what I have 
and practice contentment.  As the hurry, scurry, and anxiety of 
this world beckon to me and attempt to pull me into the current, 
please help me choose to remain in the calm that Jesus brings 
and trust you.  Thank you for the calm, content, consistent 
people you have brought alongside me during the storms of life 
as well as times of smooth sailing.  They are blessings.  Help me 
to be still and teach me your peace, oh, Good Shepherd. Amen
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Mr. & Mrs. Martini
T H E  G I F T  O F  G R A T I T U D E

by Meaghen Chandler

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this 
is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Don’t you just love the Martini’s!  Their over-the-top expression of 
gratefulness is comical, endearing, and maybe even a little uncom-
fortable to watch.  They practically smother Mary and George with 
praise, admiration, and thanks, but it’s almost like they can’t help it 
because their gratitude runs that deep.

The Oxford dictionary defines the word grateful as “showing an ap-
preciation of kindness.”  This definition implies it’s more than a just 
a feeling; it’s a “showing”, a feeling that overflows into action.
It reminds me of the time King David was dancing in the streets.  2 
Samuel chapter six recounts that “wearing a linen ephod, David was 
dancing before the Lord with all his might, while he and all Israel 
were bringing up the arc of the Lord with shouts and the sound 
of trumpets.”  When he returns home to bless his household, he is 
chastised for his behavior.  David answers that, “It was before the 
Lord,” that he danced and celebrated and that “he would become 
even more undignified than this,” to the point of humiliating himself 
to the kingdom in the middle of his praise because God is worth it.
This public display of gratitude is powerful.  By the end of this pa-
rade, his praise would be the talk of the kingdom.  He wants EVERY-
ONE to know that his Lord is God and how blessed is their kingdom 
that God calls them His.  
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Public displays of gratitude are a risk.  They leave us open to crit-
icism, mockery, and possibly ridicule.  Just like Mary Magdalene, 
when she extravagantly anointed Jesus’s feet out of gratitude, we 
could be judged by those around us for an extravagant, public show 
of gratefulness to our Savior.

Be brave, fellow brothers and sisters in Christ!  Don’t let what oth-
ers think keep you from fully expressing your gratitude.  Publicly 
rejoice.  Don’t let it be a secret that you pray.  Give thanks to God 
publicly.  If we will reflect on His extravagant gift of grace, our life 
spared in His sacrifice, a deep well of gratitude springs up from the 
depths of our souls.  Let’s not be afraid to show it.  It’s a gift we can 
actually give back to the Lord. He is worth it.

Father, you died for me; help me never lose sight of that.  My 
heart is grateful but sometimes I allow the world to squash my 
actions and words that show it.  Help me be brave so that I live 
my gratitude out loud.  You are worth more than protecting my-
self from any humiliation that could come my way.  You humil-
iated yourself to the point of death on a cross for my sins… and 
you were raised to life on the third day so that I am no longer a 
prisoner to death.  I want the world to know how blessed it is to 
be called yours!   Amen.
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Henry Potter
T H E  A B S E N C E  O F  G I F T S

by Steve Taylor

Do not put your trust in princes, nor in a son of man, in whom there is no 
help.  His spirit departs, he returns to his earth; In that very day his plans 
perish. Psalm 146:3-4 (NKJV)

“George Bailey was in a fix.  The Bailey Brothers Building and Loan 
was short eight thousand dollars. Where was he going to get that 
money?  The only person in Bedford Falls who had that kind of 
money was Henry Potter. He needed help.  To whom could he turn?  
Was Potter right?  Was George worth more dead than alive?” 

Ooooh, that old scowling Scrooge, Henry Potter!  It feels good to hate 
Potter; he’s the worst!  Scheming, selfish, deceptive, he’s a man with 
means, but nothing truly good to give, a gift-less man.

When one thinks of gifts, we often think of birthday gifts or 
Christmas gifts.  What would a birthday party be like without a gift 
or two?  What would Christmas be like or how would a Christmas 
tree look without any presents or gifts under the tree?  Both 
situations would be pretty blah.

As Christmas Day approaches, we are reminded of the Greatest Gift 
of all, the Gift that GOD gave to all of mankind, the Gift of His Son, 
Jesus Christ.  We also think of the gifts that the Holy Spirit gives 
each of us.  From the gift of Jesus to the gifts the Holy Spirit gives, 
we need to know what to do with all of these blessings.  Paul writes 
in his epistle to the Romans in chapter 12,”… Having then gifts 
differing according to the grace that is given to us let us use them….” 
We each have gifts given to us by the Holy Spirit, but we must use 
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those gifts and not keep them to ourselves or hoard them. But what 
if we don’t know the Holy Spirit?  What if we don’t have any gifts 
from the Holy Spirit?  What if all we have is money? 

Being rich does not always mean being wealthy and having lots 
of money.  Henry Potter had plenty of money, but few, if any, real 
friends.  George Bailey had many friends and gifts like generosity, 
trust, and a sacrificial heart, but not much money.

In the end, when George’s friends come through for him, the 
building and loan saved, and he is smiling and laughing, surrounded 
by loved ones rejoicing for him, we can’t help but cheer.  His life 
and that last scene is a stark contrast from the dismal life of Potter.  
Can you imagine him stewing on Christmas Day after hearing the 
news that his plans were dashed because the community insisted on 
coming together for George Bailey?  Unable to rejoice in the unity of 
a community, of a life saved, of bright futures for those around him, 
he sits empty, poor, in the absence of any real gifts.

We don’t have to live life like Potter, stingy, angry, and calloused.  
GOD willingly and gladly gives and cultivate His gifts in our lives if 
we will put our trust in Him and walk in His ways.  Wouldn’t it be a 
wonderful sequel to see Potter accept the gift of Jesus and to watch 
his life transformed from an empty life lived in the absence of life’s 
best gifts to one abundant and full, no matter what his pocketbook 
looked like?  Isn’t it wonderful that God offers that very same gift to 
us?

Heavenly Father, you give good gifts to your children, and there 
is no reason we should live empty, stingy lives. Thank you for 
being so generous! Help us to share the gifts you’ve given us, 
especially the gift of Jesus and eternal life through his sacrifice.  
It’s easy to become calloused in this world or to trust in our own 
plans for our own gains or to protect what we already have.  But 
you have a different way, Lord, please help us live trusting you.  
Amen
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Townspeople
T H E  G I F T  O F  

C O L L E C T I V E  S A C R I F I C E

by Jordan Corona

Christmastime is my favorite. These days feel laden with coziness 
and a sense that thoughts of the divine are never too far off. To be 
honest, that’s been such a source of joy, producing It’s a Wonderful 
Life. 

This season, its icons and stories, remind us God is near. His 
kindness shows how to live together, but his Oneness shows us who 
we are created to be -- in His image, in holy community. 

The township of Bedford Falls speaks to that in some ways.

While it isn’t immediately clear whether the townspeople change 
in the course of the narrative, it is clear is that they, possess at once, 
both the capacity for destruction and depravity, and great, great love. 

They demonstrate their brokenness when they lose faith in the 
Building and Loan, and in desperation, turn on George. But we 
also see so much grace, as their hearts are motivated to give of 
themselves, and consider the life of their friend. 

The very people adjacent to our existences often stand to inflict the 
greatest hurt in one act and scene of life, yet in the other render life’s 
greatest joy. 
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It’s a good reflection for those of us who are believers. 

Often, the Gospel that put on flesh and made a way for our 
redemption puts on flesh again and again in the form of the people 
around us. That the times we may experience that divine legacy of 
grace and mercy in our lives comes in the form of our shared faith 
lived together. 

Paul wrote to the Philippians about this.

Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, 
if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any 
tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-
minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. Do 
nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value, 
others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to 
the interests of the others. Phil 2:1-4

Paul reminds us our togetherness isn’t like any typical tribal binder. 
It’s not us against the world. No full-court press to secure a spot in 
the next civilization. It’s not even about being related. 

Togetherness in the church is born of compassion, born of rhythms 
of kindness each of us experiences in the person of Jesus, and then 
practices with each other every day. 

And this compels believers to a life of dethroning our own 
selfishness for the concern and value of others. This kindness, 
this way of compassion is a refrain from the song of Christ’s own 
Incarnation.
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Uncle Billy
T H E  G I F T  O F  R E M O R S E

by Anna Stallcup

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven...
Matthew 5:3 (ESV)

When I read about the blessed person Jesus describes in Matthew 
chapter 5, Uncle Billy comes to my mind. From top to bottom and 
beginning to end, Uncle Billy is sort of a mess who trips and bungles 
his way through the story. I would love to know more about him. 
Does he have a traumatic brain injury? Emotional trauma? Grief? 
Anxiety? However, we don’t ever get the full story about what 
makes Uncle Billy so… Uncle Billy. 

Always last and never first, his shortcomings are almost too many 
to be named. From his odd nature to a frustrating lack of short term 
memory, he can’t be trusted with significant tasks. He is obviously 
overlooked to take over the family business when his brother Peter 
passes away. Indeed, he can’t even make it to his favorite nephew’s 
wedding for forgetfulness. The fact is that while he is endearing, he 
is surely not someone to be taken seriously. 

Nonetheless, don’t you know that Uncle Billy is exactly the person 
that Jesus would have invited himself over for dinner with? Jesus 
spent a lot of time with people who couldn’t be taken seriously. After 
a long day of hard work, the disciples were too tired to deal with a 
bunch of rambunctious nobodies whose influence held no weight, 
but it was Jesus who said, “Let the little children come to me and do 
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not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” (Mt. 
19:14

Let us remember that there is a little bit of Uncle Billy in all of us (or 
maybe even a lot). We are all a bit of a mess, occasionally odd, and 
full of shortcomings. It isn’t a problem for the Lord. Truthfully, it is 
when we think that we are so much better that we really start to have 
problems. 

Blessed are the meek—those who realize that we all sit at the 
Lord’s table, where none of us has been able to provide a thing for 
ourselves. Rejoice today in the fullness of Christ’s redemptive work 
and the privilege of his unearned grace.
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The Bailey Children
T H E  G I F T  O F  I N N O C E N C E

by Scarlett Elsik

At that time, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” He called a little child to him, and 
placed the child among them.  And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you 
change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom 
of heaven. Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever welcomes one such child in 
my name welcomes me. Matthew 18:1-5  (NIV)

Looking at today’s Scripture, take a moment to think about the 
words Jesus is saying in Matthew 18. When describing who would 
enter the kingdom of heaven, Jesus doesn’t say “the man who runs 
a successful ministry” or “the woman who goes to every bible study 
all her life” will enter the kingdom but says “little children” will. 
Jesus to a crowd of adults tells them all to become like kids. Why 
would this be the key to heaven? 

One summer I was at a pool watching a father teach his son how 
to swim. He was holding him afloat as he attempted to paddle the 
water. The child would climb up on the side of the pool and jump 
in his fathers arms without fear that he would fall. The child would 
cheer in excitement that he would swim, even though he was guided 
by his father. It was sweet to watch the son so confident in his dad’s 
arms.. The fun thing about children is their bold reliance on their 
parents. They fearlessly ask for an extra scoop of ice cream or stay up 
past bedtime. Children are dependent on their parents to provide, 
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protect and care for them. They are innocent as doves as they go 
about life and rely on their guardian to give them what they need. 

Jesus says that the key to heaven is to change and be just like a child. 
This means complete dependence and reliance on the Father. This 
also means that we should be pure like little children. As sinners 
we are guilty, but God calls us to a life that is holy and blameless. 
To enter the kingdom of heaven means we are to be innocent of sin 
which only comes through Jesus Christ. Exactly like a relationship 
between a parent and a child, so we are to be dependent on Christ 
for our salvation and personal needs. We can rely on the Lord’s 
provisions and pursue purity in our life because of His grace and 
love. 

Lord, thank you for being a Father who cares for my life. Please 
show me the ways that I can pursue better dependence on you. 
Remove the things that are impure in my life and lead me in 
a path of holiness. Thank you for your goodness and mercy, 
Amen.
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Violet Bick
T H E  G I F T  O F  R E F U G E

by Sarah Spillman

The Lord also will be a refuge and a stronghold for the oppressed, a refuge 
in times of trouble; and those who know Your name [who have experienced 
Your precious mercy] will put their confident trust in You, for You, O Lord, 
have not abandoned those who seek You. Psalm 9:9-10 (Amplified Bible) 

Violet Bick is a dynamic, social creature who isn’t afraid to pursue 
what she wants. While that trait isn’t necessarily a bad thing, the 
way she goes about it earns her a questionable reputation. She 
doesn’t seem to have much of a support system; we never hear about 
her family. Consequently, she relies on her feminine wiles to make 
her way in the world.

Enter George Bailey. George has been in Violet’s sights since they 
were children. George, however, is clueless. He is always kind to 
Violet, making him even more attractive to her. When Violet gets into 
trouble that she can’t flirt her way out of, she turns to the one person 
who never treated her badly - George Bailey.

Violet is confident in George’s character. She has watched him look 
out for the best interests of his family, his friends, and the town her 
entire life. She has faith that he won’t turn her away in her time of 
need. Not only did George help Violet with a character reference, he 
gave her a loan. He gave far more than she asked. 

We need never be afraid to go to God with our cares. He knows 
about them already. God wants to bless us abundantly. He wants 
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us to seek Him, trust in Him, and have faith in His unchanging 
character. 

This is why I tell you: Don’t worry about your life, what you will eat or 
what you will drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Isn’t life more 
than food and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the sky: 
They don’t sow or reap or gather into barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Aren’t you worth more than they? Can any of you add a single cubit 
to his height by worrying? And why do you worry about clothes? Learn 
how the wildflowers of the field grow: they don’t labor or spin thread. Yet I 
tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was adorned like one of 
these! If that’s how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today 
and thrown into the furnace tomorrow, won’t He do much more for you - 
you of little faith? So don’t worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What 
will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ For the idolaters eagerly seek all 
these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek 
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be 
provided for you. Therefore, don’t worry about tomorrow, because tomorrow 
will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 
Matthew 6:25-34 (HCSB) 

Elohim - Father God, Creator of the universe - you are El Roi, the 
God Who Sees. You see us in our brokenness. You see us in our 
shame. We are never hidden from you. We praise you, Jehovah 
Tsuri, that you are our refuge and fortress; our firm foundation. 
We are so grateful that we can find shelter and rest in you. You 
are Jehovah Jireh, the God who Provides. You supply all our 
needs according to your riches in glory through Christ Jesus. We 
praise you for who you are. Help us to seek you first; to thank 
you before we have need; to be content in our circumstances, 
knowing that you care more for humanity than the whole of 
your creation. We thank you for loving us so greatly. In the 
precious, holy name of Jesus, we pray. Amen. 
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George Bailey
T H E  G I F T  O F  P U R P O S E

by Ross Chandler

There he is standing on a lonely bridge on a cold night, looking 
down into the water with a defeated spirit… considering the end. 
It’s a powerful moment as the character George Bailey is so broken 
and hopeless. Looking at our society today, it’s easy to picture our 
situation as people about to jump, too. Our entire world seems to 
be full of people on the edge, struggling and searching for some 
good news about our lives, something that might help us take a step 
back. For many people their discouragement leads them to jump 
into some behavior that is ultimately harmful and dark, but for 
an increasing number, the jump is not metaphorical. Suicide rates 
have increased almost 35% in two decades. What can be done when 
you feel like you are on the edge, and what will help our society? 
Discouragement, chronic fatigue, loneliness, feeling overwhelmed, 
feeling anxious and stressed are issues we all deal with. 

On this hopeless bridge, another reality comes breaking in, a 
word from the Creator. 1Peter 2:9, declares, "(Stop!) You are a 
chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 
possession…” God gives us this wondrous thing called “purpose,” 
and says we are his special possession! Luke 7:30 says that we can 
reject God’s purpose, as the Pharisees did, but why would anyone 
want to? Purpose gives life because it means that your life actually 
matters! 

For George Bailey, redemption came when the angel from heaven 
helped him see that his life did indeed matter. Christian artist Ross 
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King, has a line in his powerful song, “Brighter Than You Know,” 
which says, “you don’t know how important you are right there 
where you stand…” This is a message from heaven to a people on 
the edge. And this doesn’t create an ego-centric philosophy where 
everything, even God, is “all about me.” Instead, this message brings 
hope precisely because it helps us take ourselves OUT of the center 
of all things, and in our place, Christ steps into the center. A life that 
finds itself in Christ, that has Christ at its center, will experience 
hope that holds on to life rather than giving up. We are made in the 
image of a loving Creator, and the good news is that image comes 
alive when we embrace Jesus’ voice which loudly declares, “Come 
to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest!” All hope for our world, and all hope for your life and mine is 
found right here. Jesus holds the life giving power of purpose, and 
our purpose is to be the beloved children of God. On the bridge of 
despair, this is voice that saves! 

Father, when I find myself in dark times, please remind me that 
I have a purpose.  When I begin to wander from the right path, 
please remind me that your purpose and plan is best.  Being 
created by you and given a divine purpose is a most amazing 
gift!  Thank you for sending Jesus, that in his life, death, and 
resurrection, we can trust you and be your children.  With the 
angels, my heart praises, “Glory to you, God, in the Highest, and 
on Earth, peace, good will toward men!” Amen.








