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Hi, I want to welcome you to First Baptist Church Marble Falls! In my 
years here, I have found this to be one of the most alive and spirit-filled 
churches that I have ever seen. The moment I walked in and began 
meeting the members, I felt like singing the song from Annie, “I Think I’m 
Gonna Like it Here.” Through the years, I can say that I’ve more than liked 
it, I love it here. I hope you will too!
 
This “First Impressions” membership orientation has information about: 
what we believe, how we experience growth in Jesus Christ, how we 
impact our world with the good news of Christ, and what it’s like to be a 
Core member. We want you to have all the information up front. As you 
go through this, please keep one thing in mind, while this First Impressions 
seminar is full of important information about who we are, it will certainly 
fall short in helping you really understand us. In the end, it’s only through 
engaging in the life of our church that anyone can truly know us.
 
Welcome, everyone! We love you, and we hope you will be inspired and 
grow in your depth of insight about who we are. If your questions are not 
answered I would be honored to visit with you.

- Bro. Ross Chandler

WELCOME FROM OUR PASTOR

ROSS CHANDLER
SENIOR PASTOR



FIRST IMPRESSIONS MEMBERSHIP ORIENTATION   /   3FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH MARBLE FALLS

The Mission of First Baptist Church Marble Falls is “Helping people find 
life in Jesus Christ by following him.”  Why is this our mission?  In John 10:10, 
Jesus said that He has come to bring an abundant and full life to humanity. 
The Apostle Paul describes it like this, “The wages of sin is death, but the 
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23).  These are 
not isolated statements in scripture; all throughout the Bible, we see this 
amazing teaching about how life was lost because of sin and regained in 
Jesus Christ. This is the mission of God: to restore a broken world back to 
the life God intended. Our family of faith loves this mission, and we have 
committed everything to joining God in it.

If you were to look closely at this mission statement and break 
it down, what do you think about it?

PART I: HISTORY & BELIEFS

1. Our Mission

A good question people often ask is, “How does First Baptist go about 
accomplishing this mission?” This question has been considered from 
many perspectives, and we have discovered that we accomplish our 
mission through four broad spiritual practices. These practices are 
essential to who we are. We accomplish our mission by:

Learning Truth (Acts 2:42) 
Worshiping God (Acts 2:47; Romans 12:1-2) 
Becoming Holy (Philippians 2:5-13; Colossians 3:1-17) 
Showing the Gospel (Acts 2:45; 1 Peter 3:15; Matthew 28:19-20) 

If we placed these four practices into story form it may sound like this:

“The members of First Baptist Church have committed to fulfilling our 
mission through four spiritual practices. We have committed to learning 
God’s truth in Bible Fellowships where we can discuss truth and share life 
with each other (all core members are placed into the Bible Fellowship 
of their choosing). Our Bible Fellowships are not the only place where we 
learn God’s truth, but it is a primary place. We also gather together as one 
faith community for worship, while also recognizing that our worship is a 
life of sacrifice to the Lord which transcends our sanctuary space into the 
world. As a community of faith that is unique from our world, becoming 
holy (set apart) is a very personal commitment to which every member 

2. Four Church 
Practices
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strives. We strive to live an authentic life in Christ where God’s kingdom 
transforms us, even in the secret places of our own heart and mind. Our 
differentness is then put on public display for all to see. This is a significant 
part of our witness to the world, and it ties it with our last practice of 
showing the gospel. The word gospel means the good news about Jesus 
Christ. Together, our church carries the hope we have in Christ to our 
world through both good news words and good news works. We believe 
that both words and works are a part of our loving evangelism.”

As you will see in the following material, commitment to this mission and 
these four practices are a required commitment of all members.

Do you think that these four practices are a good way to fulfill 
our church’s mission of “Helping people find life in Jesus Christ 
by following Him?”
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PART II: CHURCH MISSION AND PRACTICES

1. What is Our History?

My grandfather told me that if I didn’t know my history there was little 
hope of any future. I think he was referring to the fact that current events 
always have a genesis in the past, and so if anyone wants to move 
forward in a positive way, then he or she needs to be well acquainted with 
what has gone on before. It is also healthy to remember that things didn’t 
start with me. We have not recently initiated being missional, nor did we 
just recently start reaching out to our community. Our church has been 
doing such things in creative, relevant, and biblical ways for a long time. 
It’s also vital to keep in mind that we are a part of a story, and one day 
others will work off of the faithfulness we are demonstrating. 

- Bro. Ross Chandler 

 
We have a very faithful past; we began in 1888. Our first meeting was in 
Johnson Park on old railroad ties, and the Spirit of God was there. As it was 
for many emerging churches of the time, it was difficult for many decades. 
Our doors might have closed had it not been for the power of the Holy 
Spirit and the deep sacrifice of our faithful people. God had big plans for 
us. In 1958, God brought a great pastor and his wife who worked tirelessly 
for 42 years to help our church be all that God wanted us to be, Max and 
Glenna Copeland.
 
Our church experienced a tragedy when it burned down in 1961 which 
was a catalyst for a wise relocation from downtown to 12th Street. The 
Spirit of God was there. We have always been a cutting-edge, risk-taking 
people in the kingdom of God because we completely trusted God. In 
2007, our church experienced a painful split. While it was very difficult 
at the time, we now celebrate that God has brought about great things 
for many churches in our area, including ours. On August 16, 2015, our 
church relocated to a new location at 901 La Ventana Dr. atop a beautiful 
hill overlooking our community. This move was initiated by Pastor Steve 
Peace in 2002. First Baptist Marble Falls has made a difference locally 
and globally for well over one hundred years. Through the legacy of our 
faithful past, coupled with the amazing power of God, we are always 
encouraged that the brightest days are ahead of us. You can be a part of 
that future.

What thoughts come to your mind as you hear about  
our history?

Do you have any questions about our history?



FIRST IMPRESSIONS MEMBERSHIP ORIENTATION   /   6FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH MARBLE FALLS

2. What Do We Believe? Our beliefs can be presented in many ways. Some people like to see our 
beliefs written as powerful statements backed up with Scripture. Others 
like to see our beliefs placed within the great story of Scripture. We would 
like to offer both.

A. OUR BY-LAWS DECLARE 
THE FOLLOWING:

Our Bible: The Holy Bible is the inspired word of God and is the basis for 
our statement of faith (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21; Hebrews 4:12;  
Psalm 119:11). 

The Holy Bible is the inspired word of God and is the basis for our 
statement of faith. This church subscribes to “The Baptist Faith and 
Message”, adopted by the Southern Baptist Convention in 1963,  
(http://texasbaptists.org/files/2010/08/bfmcomp1.pdf). We voluntarily 
band ourselves together as a body of baptized believers in Jesus Christ 
committed to sharing the good news of salvation with all mankind. The 
ordinances of the church are baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

Our Membership: We voluntarily band ourselves together as a body of 
baptized believers in Jesus Christ committed to sharing the good news of 
salvation with all mankind (Acts 2:38; 1 Corinthians 12; Matthew 28:19-20).
Considering the polity/government of our church, which states that, the 
‘government of this church is vested in the body of believers who compose 
it,’ (Priesthood of Believers), we are hereby bound to hold all candidates 
for voting membership accountable for striving toward a biblical lifestyle. 
(This is reflected in the practice of “becoming holy.”)

Therefore, First Baptist Church of Marble Falls believes all church 
membership is, and should be, transformational. This means that each 
member is publicly committed to being transformed into Christ-likeness 
as a disciple of Christ. A member’s entire life is subject to biblical authority 
and accountability as we are transformed into the unity of our community 
of believers. 

Our Government: The government of this church is vested in the body 
of believers [members] who compose it.  Persons duly received by the 
members (by vote) shall constitute the membership (Acts 6:2-6; 1 Peter 
2:9-10). These members hold the responsibility of the mission of the church 
upon their shoulders, and this is why we must hold to our mission and four 
church practices. 

Our Partnerships: This church is subject to the control of no other 
ecclesiastical body, but it recognizes and sustains the obligations of 
mutual counsel and cooperation which are common among Baptist 
churches.  Insofar as is practical, this church will cooperate with and 
support the Burnet-Llano Baptist Association, the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas, the Southern Baptist Convention, and with other 
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associations as the church may decide (2 Corinthians 8 demonstrates 
partnerships in the early church). 

Our Marriages: First Baptist Church of Marble Falls believes in Covenant 
Marriage which is the uniting of one Christian man and one Christian 
woman in loving companionship and commitment for a lifetime. The 
concept is first mentioned in Genesis 2:20-25. It is God’s unique gift to 
provide for the man and woman in marriage the framework for: intimate 
companionship, the channel for sexual fulfillment, and the means for 
procreation within a safe environment conducive to raising children. 
Covenant Marriage also illustrates the union between Christ and His 
church. We believe that Ephesians 5:21-33 is the normative expression 
of Covenant Marriage.  Therefore, only Covenant Marriages are to be 
performed on the campus of First Baptist Church of Marble Falls and are 
signed by the couple, witnesses, and the officiating minister. 
 
First Baptist Church of Marble Falls also believes that the Christian Bible 
mandates that all sexual activity is to be enjoyed exclusively between one 
natural man and one natural woman that have been joined together in 
marriage. All other sexual activity is a violation of Biblical standards. (This 
will clary to all people our church’s stance on marriage and sexuality.) 

B. THE BIBLICAL STORY: We believe in the adventure of an amazing God and his people, and 
we believe in the inspired authority of the Bible which tells it. The Bible/
Scripture/God’s word is written by humans and inspired by God which 
means that the Bible contains the truth of God’s redemptive movement to 
save the world. So the story is true, and it goes like this:
 
God has always been. We call this eternal. God cannot die, and God is 
the source of all that is. This truth is exciting because God is good and 
anything that comes from Him will be good as well.
 
One of the complex beliefs we have about God is his nature as three in 
one; we call it Trinity. We believe God is one, but he reveals himself to us as 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. These three have distinct personal attributes 
but without division of nature, essence, substance, or being. For instance, 
if God the Father was a source of light, the Son Jesus would be the eternal 
light emanating from that source, therefore, the substance is the same. 
Both are light, yet they are different. Early church fathers called this the 
homoousias (same in substance) nature of God. Now the source doesn’t 
create what emanates from it; it’s just the reality of light. One cannot be 
separated from the other. So, God did not create Jesus, as some religions 
might suppose. Jesus has always existed with the Father, but separate. The 
Father and Jesus are one because Jesus shares in what is the divine eternal 
essence of God. The Holy Spirit is a part of this relationship  as well. It 
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is mysterious we admit, but many passages of scripture demonstrate 
the complexity of this unique trinitarian belief (John 1:1). We are satisfied 
to embrace the mystery of it. We do not believe that mystery is to be 
discounted simply on the grounds of our lack of vocabulary or difficulty in 
understanding.
 
Here is where the story comes to us. God created our world and then 
created people in his own image with freedom of choice, spirit, and 
individual personhood! God is deeply moved by his love for his whole 
creation, and this love drives him to redeem his creation from sin. Sin 
came about by the free will of people. God’s desire was for people to 
love Him freely and that is why he gave them free will in the first place, 
but all people have chosen to use their freedom to rebel against God 
rather than love him. This is the sad part, and it’s real. We see the result 
of this sin all around us in forms of violence, racism, greed, isolation, lust, 
poverty, and so on. God’s movement is to set up his kingdom forever 
with humans playing a significant role in that kingdom, but sin prevents 
this movement from moving forward. For his ultimate kingdom plan to 
unfold, God needed to fix humanity’s problem of sin. Sin’s consequence 
was preventing people from being able to join in the kingdom movement. 
Our rebellion had us on a path for ultimate separation from God. Sin 
separates people from God, and we just keep moving in that distant 
direction unless God steps in. How was God to fix this problem? How are 
people to be saved from sin but without taking away their free will?

Jesus is the answer! God began revealing himself to a people called the 
Israelites. They were to be a witness of God by everything in their lives. 
They were ordinary people but specially called out by God to carry his 
revelation in holy obedient living, which would end up being a blessing 
to the world. It is into this people group that God sent his son Jesus to be 
born. Jesus came to fix the world’s impossible problem of sin and put them 
back on the path to join God’s kingdom. Jesus took the consequences of 
sin by living a perfect life, dying on the cross, and defeating the ultimate 
consequence of sin, which is death, by coming back to life. Only God could 
do such a thing.
 
Jesus is the savior of our lives. He loves us and died for us so that we can 
have life and join the kingdom of God. One day, maybe soon but we don’t 
know when, Jesus is returning to bring all things, all history, all people to a 
final and wonderful culmination. In Him our lives are forgiven of sin, given 
purpose, and given the promise of immortality and hope. 

As a church, we are swept up into the creation of God’s kingdom right 
now. Through the power, anointing, and indwelling of the Holy Spirit, we 
join the movement! We admit it’s difficult and sometimes dangerous, but it 
will be worth it! We want all people to know the life that comes from Jesus 
because we love them. We believe that if someone has heard the story 
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and they reject it, then they are choosing separation from the loving Trinity 
and all that is good forever. God will not force anyone to be with him 
forever. We don’t want this for anyone. God’s kingdom brings outsiders 
in, offers justice to those who are oppressed, imparts righteousness and 
purity for those with a broken past, provides power for those trapped 
in addiction, invites community for those who feel lonely and isolated,  
presents purpose for the confused, and gives hope for the hopeless! All 
this is involved in salvation, not to mention a life eternal with God. This is 
our story.
 
No one can disprove this story. Our proof of its truth is our very lives. To be 
saved is to believe that Jesus is God’s son by faith and to dedicate one’s 
life in repentance to following Jesus into the exciting kingdom of God. 
This story is for all people and all races across the pages of history. It 
speaks in different languages and from within different cultures. It is not 
an American thing, or a Middle Eastern thing, or an Asian thing alone; it 
is a global and historical thing. “For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten son, that whosoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have everlasting life.”

This story covers our doctrines of: God, Creation, Jesus, Holy Spirit, Mankind, 
Sin and Separation/Hell, Bible, Church, Salvation, and Second Coming.

This church also subscribes to the “The Baptist Faith and Message”, 
adopted by the Southern Baptist Convention in 1963, (http://texasbaptists.
org/files/2010/08/bfmcomp1.pdf).  This document describes what 
Baptists associated with the Baptist General Convention of Texas generally 
believe. It is not a creed or a statement of accountability; it is a general 
doctrinal confession.

What are your thoughts about the story of Christianity? 

Do you agree with our beliefs about the story of the Bible? 

What do you believe about Jesus and salvation? 

What do you think about our Marriage Covenant? 

What do you think about our membership and governments? 

Do you have any thoughts about theology, doctrine, or the 
Bible you would like to share?

3. Further Study  
on Beliefs:
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PART III: HOW WE FUNCTION

1. This is How We  
Make Decisions:

It would be almost impossible to overstate the role of the Core Member. 
Any church that governs itself by the will of the people (rather than a small 
board/elder group/or outside hierarchy) must strive to have a spiritually 
and emotionally mature membership. Our Core membership comes 
together every other month in what we call a “Church Family Conference.”  

Major decisions are brought before the Core Membership for discussion 
and direction. After discussion and prayer, when those present are ready, 
they vote according to what they believe is God’s will. They do not vote 
for their own will, they seek God’s will. The expectation is that every Core 
Member will vote with the whole church and the kingdom of God in mind. 
This method fulfills our belief in how the church is to be governed. We 
understand that it may not be perfect, but we believe that the Holy Spirit 
can speak through our regular membership if they are committed to 
Christ. 

2. This is the Role 
of Pastor:

Our pastor is responsible for leading our church to function as a God 
honoring, Spirit-filled, Bible centered, people loving church. The pastor 
will lead the congregation, the ministries, and the church staff in the 
performance of their practices in order to be faithful to the mission. The 
pastor  works with the deacons and church staff to lead the church in the 
achievement of its mission.
 
The pastor is not a dictator, nor is he marginalized in the decision making 
process. Regarding the direction of the church, the pastor is expected to 
speak what God lays on his heart with grace and truth. This prophetic 
task is to be performed with gentleness and courage. This model of strong 
leadership will help equip (Eph. 4:11-12) the church for the ministry, rather 
than hurting the church.

3. This is How  
We Organize:

Our staff and members work side by side to accomplish the mission of the 
church. We have a hybrid system of serving where both committees and 
ministry teams work in tandem.
 
Our committees are nominated and voted on by the Core Members at a 
“Church Family Conference.” We first have Administrative Committees: 
Stewardship Committee, Personnel Committee, Nominating Committee, 
and Church School Committee. These Administrative Committees exist 
to serve all other committees and ministry teams.  Second, we also 
have Ministry Committees: Property & Space Committee, Fellowship 
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Committee, and Missions Committee. From time to time, we also have the 
need to appoint a temporary committee to perform a special task.

Our ministry teams are unique in that they rise and fall according to need 
and passion.  Any Core member can begin a ministry or serve on an 
already existing ministry team. A new ministry and its leader are discussed 
by the Nominating Committee to determine: overlap, recourses, and 
missional fit (does it help accomplish our mission?). A person’s ministry is 
where their great passion and the world’s great need intersect. We have 
many places to serve, and wherever there is a gap, our members can 
pray about filling it. Through our committees and ministry teams, our 
church tries to accomplish the mission of our church. Each committee and 
ministry team is expected to be prayerful, loving, creative, and biblical. 
Each committee and ministry team is assigned a staff member. The staff 
member brings the needs of the group to staff meetings and speaks 
on their behalf. He or she also makes sure the events of the group are 
scheduled properly and that they receive their needed resources.

Is this how you are used to doing church?

What has been your experience in former churches?

You may have the opportunity to serve on ministry  
committees or ministry teams, would this appeal to you?  
If interested in serving please log on to our website at 
discoverfirst.com/serve

What do you think about how we make decisions?

You will have the opportunity at our church family conferences 
to vote on issues and the will of God for our church.  Have of 
had the privilege of this in previous churches?

4. This is How We 
Communicate:

Our ministry and support staff utilizes several methods of communication:

• Church website - discoverfirst.com
• Facebook - facebook.com/1stmarblefalls
• Weekly Connection Card - handed out every Sunday morning.
• Weekly email, This Week at First -  

subscribe at discoverfirst.com/subscribe
• Weekly worship video or live announcements.
• Monthly magazine, The Journey
• We also communicate through Bible Fellowships, church-

wide email, texting to groups, social media, letters, verbal 
announcements, and signage.
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PART IV: HOW DO PEOPLE JOIN OUR CHURCH?

While the Gospels give us a deep understanding of Jesus’s life and 
ministry, the book of Acts offers a view of the early church and those who 
followed Jesus through the Apostles’ teaching.  The early church met in 
synagogues, central meeting places, and homes. They engaged in prayer, 
meals, fellowship, and learning what it meant to be a Jesus follower. The 
wave of God’s power and Spirit was moving in miraculous ways.  The 
Apostles were teaching, healing, and proclaiming the availability of God’s 
kingdom and eternal life for anyone who would put their faith in Jesus and 
be baptized.  The Jesus Movement was unlike anything the world had ever 
seen or experienced.
 
We believe this can still be the case today, and we pray it is the case in our 
church. We welcome you to take whatever steps toward our church God 
desires for your life. 

- Bro. Ross Chandler 

1. The Journey to  
Core Membership

We believe that the Christian life (being a disciple of Jesus and following 
Him) is a journey.  We all start out at different places on the journey, but 
we all endeavor to walk in the same direction together as we follow Christ.  
Some of us are close enough to Jesus be covered in the dust from His feet. 
Others however, may have only recently turned their lives towards Jesus 
and are just beginning. Some people are seeking, but have not given 
their lives to Christ. At our church, we recognize these similarities and the 
differences amongst those who engage in our ministries.

A. CROWD The first way that people generally interact with our church is by being 
part of the Crowd. These are individuals or families that visit on a Sunday 
morning and attend worship.  They might be in town visiting family and 
decided to worship at our church, or they might be individuals or a family 
from the Highland Lakes area that are visiting several churches in town 
to see where they might want to start attending regularly. The Crowd only 
comes to worship, and they are simply testing the waters to see where 
God is leading them.
 
Some people have been hurt by some church, and they desire to come 
to worship but not to take any further steps - at least for a while. Relating 
to our church in the position of Crowd offers people some amount of 
anonymity and prayerful exploration into whether or not it’s God’s will to 
be a part of our church. 
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B. CONNECTED The next way that people engage our church is by being Connected. 
Being connected means that you consider First Baptist Church Marble 
Falls “where you go to church.”  The people in this group may not have 
ever given the church their personal information, and they may only come 
to worship on Mother’s Day. Yet, in their mind, they consider FBC “their” 
church. We may not even know them, but they come ever so often, and 
they have decided that we are their church. This individual or family may 
even be trying out or searching for a Bible Fellowship to attend, but they 
have not yet stepped over the line to be committed in a Bible Fellowship. 
This is a good place for people to be as they continue to pray about 
weather or not God is leading them to be a member here. Unfortunately, 
some of our Core Members act like they are part of this Connected group, 
they rarely show up and are not engaged, but they say that we are their 
church.

C. COMMITTED Next we have people that are part of the Committed.  Not only are these 
people attending worship regularly, but these people are also: an active 
part of one of our Bible Fellowships, serve in a ministry area, and/or may 
be engaging in stewardship. These people have committed themselves to 
our understanding of how the Christian life should be lived out in faith and 
in practice.  They commit to being a disciple of Jesus and growing more 
fully into His image as they seek His will for their life. However, they are not 
ready to hold the mission of the First Baptist on their shoulders. They are 
still waiting to cross the line of membership.

D. CORE (MEMBERS) The Core Membership of our church are those people who have stepped 
over the line to join us in our mission (there is no difference between 
Core Members and Members). They desire to take the responsibility of 
the church on their shoulders. Though some members do not take this 
responsibility seriously, we still have high expectations of our members. 
We believe it is good to remind our members of their responsibility and 
expectations. 

2. Core Membership
Expectations

There are ongoing expectations for all members of First Baptist Church 
Marble Falls. All members are expected to strive toward growing in  
three areas.
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A. FOUR CHURCH 
PRACTICES:

The four church practices are how we fulfill our mission. All members are 
expected to give their best in these practices (Learning Truth, Worshiping 
God, Becoming Holy, Showing Gospel). 

Each of these spiritual practices expresses itself uniquely but with 
much overlapping. For instance, “Showing Gospel” is way of expressing 
servanthood and evangelism, but as one practices this, he or she could 
also be “Worshiping God.” 

One practice which may sound odd is “Becoming Holy,” but this is a 
prevalent theology throughout Scripture. Colossians 3:5 says, “Put to 
death whatever belongs to your earthly nature.”  Our Core membership 
is not expected to be perfect, but we are expected to try not to sin. This 
concept is summed in the following way, “First Baptist Church Marble 
Falls believes that Christianity should be transformational. This means 
that each member is publicly committed to being transformed into 
Christ-likeness as a disciple of Christ. A member’s entire life is voluntarily 
subjected to biblical ethics and morality within the community of faith as 
we grow together.”  

Each of these four practices are important to our church family.  

To join a Bible Fellowship (Learning Truth) visit the Connection 
Desk or contact norman@fbcmf.org. View all available Bible 
Fellowships at discoverfirst.com/smallgroups

To volunteer to serve (Showing Gospel) fill out the volunteer 
interest survey at discoverfirst.com/serve

B. UNITY: The bond we have in Christ is expressed in our beliefs, mission, and love. 
We create unity around these high ideals. (For instance, our mission is 
“Helping people find life in Jesus Christ by following Him.” This mission 
drives our practices and guides our ministries.) We expect all members 
to be clear about what we are doing. As we strive together toward this 
mission, we also commit to loving each other with a sacrificial love of 
Christ. Therefore, we expect all members to help move toward our mission 
with great love for each other. 
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C. MISSIONAL GIVING: Last, we expect all members to faithfully give financially to advance 
our mission. Each member must believe so strongly in the mission of the 
church that he/she is able to give obediently, joyfully, and generously to 
the church according to their blessing. This transforms us into generous 
people as we give toward our missions budget which we the members 
voted on, and which we the members created from our Stewardship 
Committee.

3. Four Steps to Being  
a Member

To be a Core member there are four steps: Foundation Step, Learning 
Step, Commitment Step, Embracing/Voting Step. This is not near as 
complicated as it sounds, so keep reading. 

A. FOUNDATION STEP: The foundation step is to confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior with one’s 
life and to confess to a changed life in public baptism. If these foundations 
have previously been experienced in a person’ faith journey before 
coming to our church we are truly happy to be apart of that person’s 
continued journey in Christ, and we happily accept their confession of 
faith. But no one can be a member if they are not a Christian.

B. LEARNING STEP: The learning stage is vital to membership. This stage is where we teach 
every potential member the uniqueness of First Baptist Church Marble 
Falls through our First Impressions material. (You may be engaging this 
step right now.) Typically the pastor, deacons and/or wives, or staff will 
meet a potential member to discuss the information in First Impressions. 
While we are very similar to most Texas Baptist Churches, and other 
churches, we are uniquely different and distinct from all other churches. 
In this stage a potential member will learn about our church’s history and 
beliefs, expectations for members, church infrastructure, and much more. 

C. COMMITMENT STEP: The commitment stage is a God inspired moment that follows the learning 
stage. After a potential member studies who we are and fully understands 
the expectations of membership, and he or she desires to join who we 
are, then both the potential members and the person/persons leading the 
learning stage make a commitment to each other. The potential member 
commits to being the best member of FBC he/she can be, and the leader 
commits to love and support the new member as family. If the potential 
member and the one conducting the study both feel God’s leading to 
move forward, his or her name is turned in to be presented at the next 
Church Family Conference.
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D. EMBRACING STEP: Our church embraces all people, non-members and members alike 
with the love of Christ, however, to be embraced as a Core Member is a 
special moment. The church members come together to vote on every 
new member. The potential member is recommended to the church 
members at a Church Family Conference by the pastor and/or the 
members who took them through the learning stage (First Impressions). 
After a positive majority vote, the person is a member of First Baptist 
Church.

Are you sure God is leading you to be a Core member of our 
church? 
 
What do you think about the expectations of membership? 
Are they reasonable? Are they Biblical?
 
If we have Core members as described above, how would it 
help our church?
 
What are the greatest challenges facing the Christian church 
today?
 
How do you strive for a Christ-like morality and ethics 
(including love) in your life?
 
How can we pray for you?


