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Welcome to Excited to Share, a 13-week journey to energize a practice of evangelism in your life! You are 
about to embark on a new and exciting way to participate in one of the most fundamental, biblical, historical, 
and life-giving practices of the church. Whether you know a lot about evangelism or very little, this 
experience will help you take a step forward in faithfulness to bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ  
(1 Peter 3:15).

This evangelism training is robust and innovative in its theological content and methodology. To get the 
most out of this new adventure, you will need to engage this study with your whole heart and mind. It will 
be a challenge, and it’s better to understand this right now. Excited to Share is not a quick fix program for 
evangelism. If you are expecting to memorize three to five points to reach the top or “master a method”, 
please understand that that kind of “top” is most often a false horizon. We simply must go further, and this 
requires work, focus, and discipline. Being involved in a door to door evangelism push for a few months is 
NOT our goal. Our goal is to become evangelistic in our everyday life by developing a high evangelistic 
intelligence for evangelistic competence and passion, until the Lord calls us home.

Week 1:  
What Is All This About? 

WEEK 1
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Excited to Share will help you to share the gospel with others in our complex, pluralistic society, but this 
kind of training dives beneath the surface. You are perhaps about to begin one of the most immersive 
gospel experiences you have ever had. At times, it may feel a little like drinking from a fire hydrant, but 
remember that old saying, “How do you eat an elephant? One bite at a time.” This method is not complex to 
understand, but it is comprehensive because there is no shortcut to faithful evangelism. Please be encouraged 
that learning to evangelize in a complex world with a rich and life-giving message is worth the effort. So, 
Excited to Share is not a method of evangelism you can learn in five minutes. You may have experience in 
other methods of evangelism, but this study is unique in four ways.

1. The Theology of Evangelism 

First, the theological content of Excited to Share is almost certainly different than other evangelism studies 
you may have experienced. The theology of evangelism needs to be considered first, because great evangelism 
is not simply, “How do I get someone to say the sinner’s prayer?” In fact, as you will see, while someone’s 
moment of confession is vital, this really cannot be our focus. It is the great hope of evangelism that people 
will be saved by the gospel, but the person sharing the gospel does not focus on that. 

This method of evangelism focuses on three major theologies that are dynamic for a biblical and practicable 
method of evangelism for any Christian. These core ideas will be explored in the next 13 weeks: 

 • What it means to bear witness through the leading and words of the Holy Spirit, 
 • What it means to bear witness to Jesus’ gospel of the kingdom of God like a great storyteller, 
 • What it means to bear witness that is ethical and respectful of others. 

These pivotal ideas will help you share the gospel when prompted, share it well, and share it with care. All 
three are essential for a faithful practice of evangelism, and each one will be thoroughly explored. 

2. The Evangelism Sodality 

Second, the evangelism “sodality” of Excited to Share, which binds you together in this experience with other 
travelers, may also be unique among other approaches. Practicing evangelism is an activity of the church, 
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which means you are not alone, but it does not mean pairing up and going door to door. 

A sodality is a fellowship of people who come together in unity for a shared purpose. It is derived from the 
Latin word sodalitas, meaning companionship. Your evangelism sodality is the group of companions who 
are joining with you in evangelistic journey filled with passion, prayer, accountability, study, rehearsal, and 
sharing. This is your evangelism family through whom you can lean and be sharpened.  

So, a sodality is not your Bible study group or a discipleship class. You may be studying Excited to Share 
in your Bible study class, but you need to be in an evangelism sodality with fewer people where you can 
take these ideas deeper and practice them together. Your sodality is the small group you are meeting with 
to practice faithful evangelism, outside of the Sunday Bible study hour. You are engaging in an evangelistic 
practice with others, not simply studying about it. Your sodality is more like a football team than a study group. 
Like any team, there will be both felt defeats and wonderful victories, but sharing these highs and lows 
makes both better.

The evangelism sodality is one of the most crucial aspects of the Excited to Share method. If you have not 
found an evangelism sodality, please speak up at this time. The leader of you Bible study class or another 
leader will help you.

 
3. The Day of Empowerment 

Third, this study has a strong focus on the leading of the Holy Spirit for evangelism. Many Baptists, and 
others with similar beliefs, have often struggled with Holy Spirit language. Concepts like “speaking in 
tongues” have been met with mixed reviews at best and accusations of heresy at worst. It is important to 
understand up front that this training leans heavily on the theology and work of the Holy Spirit. Week five 
launches the “Pentecost Day” of Excited to Share.

There is strong biblical evidence that justifies concentrating on the Holy Spirit for evangelism. In Acts, the 
early church prepared for evangelism by prayer and relying on the Holy Spirit to lead them. After several 
weeks studying the work of the Holy Spirit in evangelism, at the end of session five, each sodality will 
experience a special time of prayer, laying on of hands, and anointing for the Spirit of God to empower, lead, 
and give the words to practice evangelism in our daily lives. 

WEEK 1
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4. The Proper Evaluation of Evangelism 

Last, Excited to Share is unique in how you will be taught to measure your evangelism’s success. Some people 
feel that the only way to evaluate the effectiveness of evangelism is by counting how many people make a 
decision to follow Jesus Christ. 

In some methods of evangelism, the person who leads the most people in the “sinner’s prayer” might be 
labeled the most successful evangelist. Others might contend that the way to evaluate the effectiveness of 
evangelism is by how much gospel “seed” was spread. In this type of evaluation, someone might be labeled as 
successful if he or she simply shared Christ with more people than others. 

In Excited to Share, what will be evaluated is how a person practices evangelism, not in how many people 
respond. This creates a way of evangelism that is judged as successful based on how you conduct evangelism, 
rather than on what it produces. As you are about to find out, the Holy Spirit is the one in charge of saving 
people, not you. When a Christian can let go of this burden to save others, a new world of evangelism  
opens up.

A true practice is always evaluated by the actions that constitute it more than by the outcome. In faithful 
evangelism, the ends and means are not mutually exclusive/separated. Here is what this means. When you share 
the gospel, your desired end should be simply to conduct evangelism through means that are faithful to God 
and to leave the results in the hands of the Spirit. To see evangelism in this way is quite a different concept. 

Bryan Stone, author of Evangelism after Christendom writes, “It may seem counterintuitive, but, what is 
needed most in our time is not more attention to ‘effectiveness’ and ‘success’ in evangelism (at least as those 
words have come to be used in the context of production) but learning once again as a church how to bear 
faithful witness.”1

Final Thoughts

Have you ever watched a video called Ee-Taow: The Mouk Story? If not, then you need to watch it today.  
Ee-Taow is a phrase used by a people group called the Mouk in Papua, New Guinea. The phrase means, “It’s 
true, it’s good, it’s very true!” 

EXCITED TO SHARE
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Ee-Taow is the story about how the gospel came to the Mouk people. The missionary built relationships 
with them, ate what they ate, and translated the gospel into their language. When he began sharing the story 
of Jesus, the whole tribe came to listen. He started with the creation of the world and contextualized it by 
showing where their tribe was geographically placed in the world, and then he described how they, too, are a 
part of God’s creation. From there, slowly, story by story, the missionary unfolded the story of the kingdom 
of God until he came to the person of  
Jesus Christ. 

As he came to the end, the Mouk people were so moved by the Spirit of God that almost the whole village 
gave their lives to God. The gospel affected this “typically reserved people” so intensely they broke into 
rejoicing. It was said they sang and danced for two and half hours, shouting out, Ee-Taow, Ee-Taow! “It’s 
true, it’s good, it’s very true!” 

Transformed lives in Christ Jesus create a kind of joy that can be found nowhere else in all the universe—not 
even wedding days or the birth of children can compare. Evangelism is God’s good news about Jesus, and it 
is the power of salvation for everyone who believes. But how can people believe if they have not heard? 
Every Christian is called share the gospel, and through these next few weeks, may the Holy Spirit build great 
excitement in your heart to share the good news. 

 • How do you feel about these concepts?  
 • When you think about being filled with the Holy Spirit to share the gospel, why 

would this be a part of the study? 
 • Who is in your evangelism sodality? 

DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION

WEEK 1
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P A R T  I 

EVANGELISM AND  
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
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Week 2:  
Evangelism Is the  
Activity of God

SILENT  
PRAYER

KICK-OFF
QUESTIONS

Each week, we are going to spend the next few minutes praying silently. If you 
need to clear your mind from the business of the day, this is the moment. Find a 

comfortable position and let’s pray silently. Pray for openness to the leading of God, ask for forgiveness, deal 
with some pressing spiritual issue, or simply center yourself in Christ [3 min.]

• What do you think evangelism is? 
• What is the most difficult thing about evangelism? 

Preparing Your Heart

WEEK 2
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The Meaning of Evangelism

The word evangelism means “good news” or “gospel.” These terms will be used interchangeably throughout. 

Evangelism consists of those acts that reveal or bring the good news of God and invites people 
into that good news. 

The Roman world had its version of evangelism. Throughout the empire, Caesar’s evangelists would proclaim 
the “good news” of Caesar. They would preach how Caesar had brought Pax Romana (peace throughout 
Rome), good roads, and security for Roman citizens among other things. Emperor worship would then 
begin, and people would shout out, “Hail Caesar. Caesar is Lord.”  

EXPLORING
SCRIPTURE God’s good news was born into this Roman context, but God’s good news was quite 

different. The Bible describes God’s good news in many ways: kingdom of God (Mark 
1:15), light ( John 15-6), life, ( John 10:10), and power of God for salvation (Romans 1:6), but primarily it is 
Jesus himself who is the good news (Mark 1:1; Eph. 3:7; John 14:6).  

In Luke 2:1-7, Luke presents a comparison of the two gospels, that of Rome and that of God. It was the 
power of Caesar Augustus versus the humbleness of the baby born in Bethlehem. The latter seems like a 
laughable gospel for the Roman world fixated on power, but in verse after verse and story after story, Luke 
makes his case for Jesus as Lord of the world, rather than Caesar. 

Luke ends his writings with Paul preaching the good news of Jesus in Rome, the center of the world (Acts 
28). The good news of Jesus had spread! It is the story of God’s evangelism.

 • What stands out to you here? 
 • Share with the group how the good news came to you.

DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION

EXCITED TO SHARE
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EXPLORING
SCRIPTURE God the Evangelist 

[Read Genesis 12:1-3] 

One of the first moments in Scripture where God can be seen as the agent of good news is Genesis 12. 

God’s election of Abraham to “go forth, and in you, all the families of the earth will be blessed,” clearly had 
global implications. Abram was called, not for his own benefit, but so that God could benefit the whole world 
through him. 

One commentator explained it like this, “The election of Abraham is not designed to isolate this family 
(Hebrews/Jews/Israel) from the other families of the earth. On the contrary, this family is to become the 
vehicle by which all families of the earth may be reconciled to God. In Abraham and in his descendants  
‘all the nations of the earth are to be blessed.’ Thus, the selection of Abraham’s family is a means to an end  
in God’s overall plan for his world.”1 Read closely, God, and God alone, is the one who announced this  
good news.

In this promise of God, the good news of salvation has begun, and the seeds of God’s global vision have been 
planted. “For God so loved the world” was revealed way before John 3:16! God is the initiator and founder of 
the promise and the great hope. He is the evangelist beginning all the way back in Genesis. God brought the 
good news to the world, that through Abram the entire world will be blessed.

This blessing would end up being the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The Source of Evangelism

Who is the primary evangelist in Scripture? 

Throughout scripture, the primary agent of revealing God’s good news was not Paul or any of the apostles. It 
was not even the church. It was God himself. God is the source of the good news. This means that no one can 
practice a faithful method of evangelism unless God is moving in his or her life. This is critically important 
to understand. 

WEEK 2
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 • At this first look in Acts 2, is there anything that stands out? 
 • Who is initiating evangelism here? 
 • Why would a study of the Holy Spirit be important for evangelism? 

DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION

Author of Evangelism After Christendom, Brian Stone, writes that evangelism is first and foremost the work 
of the Holy Spirit, and must in fact be understood as God’s own activity.2 It is by this filling of the Spirit that 
the disciples were able to preach the gospel. They couldn’t do it on their own, and neither can we! 

The filling of the Holy Spirit is seen in this text as the catalyst for the evangelism that spontaneously broke 
forth on that historic day. It is significant that the Holy Spirit is demonstrated as the true evangelist of Acts 
2, and the only person capable of drawing people’s hearts to faith in Jesus.

The coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost launched and sustained the evangelism of the early church. 

Praying for the Holy Spirit to Come

Churches today must invest in prayer and develop a sincere desire to be led by God, because God goes before 
us as the great evangelist. Perhaps the reason this investment is often difficult is because Christians tend to  
attempt evangelism out of their own power. It is vitally important for these churches to remember that they could 

God’s Spirit Empowering Evangelism 

Just like in the Old Testament, the evangelism of the New Testament did not begin with brave people going 
out and sharing the good news of Jesus. As in Genesis 12, good news begins as a movement of God, and 
God continues His evangelistic work all the way through history until even today. 

Look now at Acts 2:1-4 [read the passage]. 

This story is referred to as the Day of Pentecost. It’s the day the Holy Spirit filled the church. From the story 
of Pentecost in Acts 2, one gains insight into the pneumatology of evangelism, which is the work of the Holy 
Spirit regarding evangelism. Pneumatology is the study of the Holy Spirit. 
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 • If you were totally filled with the Holy Spirit, how might it affect your ability to 
share the gospel with others? 

 • What are ways we can put ourselves in a position to be filled with God’s Spirit?

DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION

create the best evangelistic strategy in the world, but if it does not have a strong emphasis of the reliance on the Holy 
Spirit and filling of the Holy Spirit, it is less likely to be a faithful practice. 

This starting point establishes evangelism as a sovereign activity of God. Excited to Share is a method of 
evangelism that does not begin with strategy, but rather with the teaching and understanding of our need for 
the Holy Spirit and praying for it. This is essential. 

Both the Old Testament and the New Testament offer a picture of evangelism that has God as the main 
champion. When the gospel has changed our lives, our desire is to share it and God calls us to participate with 
Him in evangelism. So, what can Christians do to place their practice of evangelism in the power of God?

WEEK 2
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As talented as some  
people may seem, no one can 
bear faithful witness to Jesus  
outside of the power of the 

Holy Spirit.
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Week 3:  
Challenges to Evangelism and  
Why God’s Spirit is Needed

SILENT  
PRAYER

KICK-OFF
QUESTIONS

Let’s spend the next few minutes praying silently. Find a comfortable position and 
let’s pray silently. Pray for openness to the leading of God. If you need to clear your 

mind from the business of the day, ask for forgiveness, deal with some pressing spiritual issue, or simply 
center yourself in Christ, this is the moment [3 min.]

 • Did last week’s lesson come to mind at all during this last week? If so, what did 
you think? 

 • Why is this a valuable study for you? 

Preparing Your Heart

WEEK 3
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Challenges Facing Evangelism Today

This is the second week to consider the imperative work of the Holy Spirit in evangelism. One of the most 
obvious ways to identify the need for the Holy Spirit is to identify the various challenges facing any practice 
of evangelism today. There are certain challenges that, on our best day and with our best people, we simply cannot 
figure out. 

Three challenges that are impossible for us in our natural selves to address are: our complex society, our 
own inabilities and issues, and the fact that we cannot change a person’s heart. Let’s consider each of these 
challenges.

1.  The Challenge of Our Society

Recent studies have shown a drastic decline in religion in the West. Studies conducted by The Pew Research 
Center and Barna Research Group agree that the church is in decline, and those who believe in the 
uniqueness of Jesus as Lord have declined.1 Many researchers have suggested reasons for this decline. 

One reason is the current philosophical shifts taking place in our society. Postmodernism is a broad word 
describing many such changes today. One of the characteristics of postmodernism is called deconstruction, 
which refers to the energy put into questioning all ideas that society once held as absolute. 

Until society can come to some agreement about what is absolute truth, the idea of plural truths and 
relativism will persist. Notably where there is little agreement, people will either fight each other or tolerate 
each other. Our society today is trying to figure out how to tolerate everybody’s idea of truth, and most of the 
time, this means keeping all claims to truth on the same level. If anyone proposes that their view is of greater 
truth, then people with opposing views might rise up in offense. Postmodern society feels like a boat, where 
everyone is trying not to rock the boat too far to any side. 

Stanley Grenz, author of A Primer for Postmodernism, concludes that, “During the 1960s, the mood that 
would characterize postmodernism became attractive.”2 If the movement of deconstruction indeed began in 
the 1960s, this means it has had half a century to develop, and today the rejection of absolutes has saturated 
the modern mindset. In short, no major meta-narrative seems to be secure or sacred anymore. 
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 • From what we read above, is the answer to simply push forward and tell people 
about Jesus even if they get mad? Some may say yes, because the Bible says that 
the seed will fall on all kinds of soil (Matthew 13). Or is the answer to be quiet 
and stop sharing the good news and only love people with our actions? What 
other options do we have?

DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION

2.  The Challenge of our Own Ability

There is yet another difficult issue facing evangelism. Not only can today’s postmodern society be a difficult 
context for evangelism, but furthermore, Christians cannot claim a great deal of competency for evangelism. 
We are often fearful, we are confused, we have our own lives to deal with, we don’t know what to say, we don’t 
know that much about the Bible, we can’t win the debates we might get into, and sometimes our behavior 
doesn’t reflect Christ, and because we don’t want to be hypocrites we keep quiet about Jesus, and the list goes 
on.  

Notice how we find the apostles after Jesus’ resurrection.

Thus, in our postmodern context, the most common criticism toward evangelism is that it is intolerant and, 
therefore, unethical in its nature because it attempts to share what the evangelist believes is an absolute truth. 
This is why some people today get mad at Christians for practicing evangelism. N. T. Wright suggests, 

The word evangelism still sends shivers down the spines of many people. There are various reasons for 
this. Some people have been scared off by frightening or bullying harangues [rants] or tactless and 
offensive behavior or embarrassing and naive presentations of the gospel. Others have never suffered 
such indignities but heard or read about them and are glad to have a good excuse to pour scorn on all 
evangelism—as though, because some people do it badly, nobody should ever do it at all.3

Our society presents a complex situation in terms of how churches practice evangelism.

WEEK 3
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[Read John 20:19] 

In this passage, the Bible describes an emotionally timid and mentally confused state of the first disciples. 
They are locking themselves in rooms and avoiding crowds.

Question: Were the apostles in a healthy frame of mind to do great evangelism? No. The power of the Jewish 
authorities must have been a significant threat. In the shadow of the Sanhedrin ( Jewish ruling council) and 
the violent power of the Romans, these people had little influence. The deck was certainly stacked against 
them, and no doubt they felt it.

The fact is simple. Even though they had walked with Jesus, and even though most of them had seen the 
resurrected Christ, they did not yet have the ability to practice evangelism. Not on their own. And neither do we. 

Despite all that is against us, it is astounding how many times people train for evangelism thinking that all 
they need is to memorize the right sequence of verses or memorize some points to defend the gospel against 
skeptics. As talented as some people may seem, no one can bear faithful witness to Jesus outside of the power 
of the Holy Spirit. This is God’s work, and we must greatly desire for God to lead us in his power, not ours.

 • What all was keeping the disciples from going out and proclaiming that Jesus 
had risen? 

 • What all might be keeping today’s Christians from evangelizing?

DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION

3.  The Challenge of the Heart of the Listener

There are many more challenges facing our ability to practice evangelism, such as spiritual forces of evil, 
different methods of communication, and a lack of communal connectedness in our society. Many of these 
could be discussed, but let’s discuss just one more reality. We cannot change people’s hearts. A friend of mine 
told this story.

There was a moment when my daughter was about 9 months. As I was feeding her, she would continue to 
stand up in her highchair. Obviously, it was dangerous, and I didn’t want her to fall. So, I asked her to sit 

EXPLORING
SCRIPTURE

EXCITED TO SHARE
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 • Which one of these challenges to evangelism most concerns you: our postmodern 
culture, our inabilities, or the fact that we cannot make someone love God?

DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION

Conclusion

Good news everyone! What is impossible with man is possible with God (Luke 18:27). These challenges can 
be overcome if we are filled with the Holy Spirit and led by the Spirit. Evangelism is God’s activity, and he 
can do it through us.

These challenges are being explored to help increase a desperate need for the Spirit of God. Next week, the 
lesson will show how these challenges are met and overcome by God. 

back down. But she continued to stand. Then I lowered my voice and instead of asking her, I told her to sit 
back down. She continued to stand with that special little look of defiance. So I took her by the shoulders, 
sat her down, and buckled her into the chair. Her little eyes filled up with tears, not because she was sad, but 
because she was mad. She glared at me as if saying, “I may be sitting down on the outside, but I’m standing 
up on the inside.” 

It is important to keep in mind that we cannot make people love God with their heart. Consider the 
implications of this challenge. Is there anyone you sincerely care about who does not believe in Christ? Write 
their first name down here: 

Now, if we cannot change this person’s heart, the question is, how can your loved one find life in Christ?

WEEK 3
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The movement of the Holy 
Spirit and evangelism didn't 
happen because of a quick 

token of prayer.
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Week 4:  
Two Ways God’s Spirit  
Empowers Evangelism

SILENT  
PRAYER

KICK-OFF
QUESTIONS

As before, we are going to spend the next few minutes praying silently. First, find a 
comfortable position. Pray for openness to the leading of God. If you need to clear 

your mind from the business of the day, ask for forgiveness, deal with some pressing spiritual issue, or simply 
center yourself in Christ, this is the moment [3 min.]

 • Do you have any comments stemming from last week? 
 • What is the most difficult thing about evangelism? 

Preparing Your Heart

WEEK 4
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Getting Ready for Evangelism

If God’s Holy Spirit is the initiator of evangelism (Week 2), and if we need the Holy Spirit to overcome the 
obstacles to evangelism (Week 3), then how do we get the Spirit’s help? Here is a clue: It doesn’t happen 
by minimalizing God’s presence and power and forging ahead in our own power. We cannot be like King 
Peter in C. S. Lewis’s second book of his Chronicles of Narnia series, Prince Caspian, who said, “I think we’ve 
waited on Aslan long enough.” 
 
Last week, it was pointed out that in John 20, the apostles were in no state to share the resurrection of Jesus 
with anyone. The beginning of Acts picks up the story and tells what happened next to these timid apostles, 
and what happens next to them is what today’s church needs as well.

EXPLORING
SCRIPTURE [Read Acts 1:4-8; 2:1-4] 

In the beginning of Acts, Luke paints the picture of a unique experience in the life of the church. This 
experience occurred almost as a prerequisite before they could begin witnessing to others. God instructed 
them during a time of togetherness, waiting, and probably praying. It was in this time that God filled them 
with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:2-4) and evangelism burst forth into their lives (Acts 2:5-41). Please notice that 
this movement of the Holy Spirit in evangelism didn’t happen because of a quick token moment of prayer. 

What is sometimes expected in evangelism training is to spend most of the time learning and memorizing 
certain key phrases and passages of Scripture for a few weeks. After this, everyone who has been trained 
prays for God to go with them, and then they go out to evangelize. Often, the time praying together, while 
sincere, does not come off as a major part of the preparation. Rather, it is treated as an extra add on.  

Let us consider the important elements of: 1) togetherness in faith, and 2) prayerful waiting for God.

1.  Togetherness in Faith

First, notice that they are not waiting for the Holy Spirit in isolation; instead, there is a sense of oneness and 
unity as they waited. Togetherness was God’s plan (Acts 1:4). When the Holy Spirit filled and empowered 
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them to share their faith, it was not a picture of individualism or isolation. Is it a relief to know that you are 
not alone in this?

God easily could have empowered them to evangelize individually, but here God chose to empower them 
corporately. The Spirit arrived when they were together. God must really love it when his people seek him 
in unity and relationship. After all, he eternally exists in a relationship of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God 
knows how wonderful his Trinitarian relationship is, and so he often chooses to work through us when we 
are in relationship with each other. 

Other passages teach this truth as well. Did you know that our unity is the theme of Jesus’ prayer for us in 
John 17:20-23, and unity is the theme of the whole first letter Paul writes to the Corinthians? Consider the 
evangelistic work of Paul and Barnabas. God spoke to a church in Antioch as they were worshiping and 
fasting together about sending out Paul (Acts 13:2). There can be (and often are) supernatural movements and 
empowerments when a group of believers come together to pray and seek God for evangelism.  

For God, it may be similar to how parents love seeing all their children together for Christmas and 
Thanksgiving. In togetherness, there can be a sense of love that permeates the house. If God is described as 
a loving parent and Father throughout Scripture, it is an easy parallel to make, that just as parents love being 
with their whole family, so God loves it when his children come together in his name. It should be no surprise 
that God empowers when unity is strong. 
 
The evangelistic work of the church is a togetherness work. It’s for everyone, not just someone with a special 
gift of evangelism. This is why an Evangelism Sodality is vital. Your sodality can be a group that meets 
together and prays for the Lord to move.  

From this passage, we learn that the Spirit’s empowering for evangelism is not just an individual thing. So, 
pray with others for God’s Spirit to help you with evangelism and talk about it with others. Togetherness 
matters, and it absolutely matters for evangelism.

 • Have you ever considered the role of the Spirit in your evangelism? 
 • In what ways could a close group of Christians help your practice of evangelism?

DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION

WEEK 4
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2. Prayerful Waiting for God

Added to the significance of togetherness, something else Acts 1:4-5 and 2:1-4 demonstrate is the role of 
anticipation through prayerful waiting on God. 

The word “wait” in Acts 1:4 is the same root word (meno) used in the Septuagint (Greek translation of the 
Old Testament) in Isaiah 40:31, “But those who wait/hope in the Lord, he will renew their strength. They 
shall mount up with wings as eagles.” God energizes people who prayerfully wait on him with anticipation of 
what is to come; like race horses waiting for the gate to open, we wait on God to open the gate. 

The time waiting is not wasted. The anticipation of waiting with others builds toward great movements. 
During this time, God fills the group with imaginative possibilities. “What if, when God moves, my brother 
is saved?” “What if, when God moves, my friend turns away from drugs or alcohol?” 

Waiting in anticipation for God awakens our imagination to the wonders of God’s transforming power in 
people’s lives. We begin to get excited about healings, recoveries, and transformations. When you spend time 
with a special group of Christians anticipating great things from God, it is exciting! 

Here is an amazing thing! As great as we imagine what God’s power might do, we are not even close. In the 
next scene (Acts 2:14-41), God gives unique words of evangelism to the Christians, and then God stirs the 
hearts of the listener. God does it all, and more than 3,000 people gave their life to Christ that day and were 
baptized. “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine” (Eph. 3:20). 

 • In your imagination, what is the greatest thing God could do through  
your evangelism?

DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION

EXCITED TO SHARE
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The evangelistic work of the 
church is a togetherness work.
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By the Holy Spirit,  
anyone can bear witness 

to the gospel. 
This includes you!
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Week 5:  
The Filling of the Spirit  
for Evangelism

SILENT  
PRAYER

KICK-OFF
QUESTIONS

Following our pattern, we are going to spend the next few minutes praying silently. 
Find a comfortable position and let’s pray silently. Pray for openness to the leading of 

God. If you need to clear your mind from the business of the day, ask for forgiveness, deal with some pressing 
spiritual issue, or simply center yourself in Christ, this is the moment [3 min.] 

 • Did last week’s lesson come to mind at all during this last week? If so,  
what did you think? 

Preparing Your Heart

WEEK 5
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What Is Impossible with Man Is Possible with God  
(Luke 18:27)

Welcome to Week 5! This is the vital Empowerment Week. In your sodality it will be the “Pentecost Day.” 
By the end of this lesson, you will know what that means. 

Two weeks ago, some challenges to evangelism were explored. Our postmodern society sees things in such a 
way that people are naturally against evangelism, also our own limitations and fears are always a hindrance, 
and the heart of a listener is impossible for us to change. 

Good news everyone! What is impossible with man is possible with God (Luke 18:27). 

These challenges can be overcome if we are filled with the Holy Spirit and led by the Spirit. Evangelism is 
God’s activity (Week 2), and he can do it through us. Or as Paul says it, “We can do all things through him 
who gives us strength” (Philippians 4:13).

EXPLORING
SCRIPTURE [Read Acts 2:1-18; 4:8; 4:25] 

How does the Spirit empower us? There are many ways, but two are identified in these passages of Scripture.

1.  The Spirit’s Work in the Life of the Witness

First, God sent his Spirit as the catalyst to breathe evangelism into the mouths of the church. Peter and 
the apostles began speaking words which the Holy Spirit used for evangelism. The early Christians became 
Christ's witnesses, and it worked! The ancient challenges (which we’ve not explored but were many) were 
overcome and people began believing and changing. 

By the Holy Spirit, anyone can bear witness to the gospel. This includes you! 

N. T. Wright states that the first reality informing his theology of mission is the Holy Spirit, who makes 
“available to the people of God the same transforming power that energized the life and ministry of Jesus 
and raised him from the dead.”1 The resurrection power is in you to share! 
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The Words of Evangelism

Scripture amply demonstrates how God provides the words of evangelism. In Acts 2, the Apostles’ ability to 
speak in tongues was clearly an ability to communicate the good news in a way that people understood (v. 6). 

Jesus taught that in our moments of confession and witness, even difficult moments as alluded to in Luke 12, 
his Spirit will give us the words to say. Christians do not have the right words on their own. 

Please understand, speaking in tongues in this passage was an evangelistic movement inaugurated by God 
for the purpose of bridging the distance between different people so that the gospel was relevant and 
understandable. This is what we desperately need today. Often, there is distance between you and a listener 
that you cannot transcend on your own. For us, the distance is typically not language, but communication is 
blocked because of cultural difference, bias against Christianity, worldviews, as well as other speech blockers. 
Evangelism needs this gift of tongues of fire to rest on us today so that we can speak in a way that people hear. 

Suppose you find yourself sharing the gospel with someone who is a young millennial, but you are not. What 
will transcend your words across that cultural barrier? You need the Holy Spirit to translate your words into 
deep meaning for the listener. Or, suppose you are visiting with a convinced atheist about Christ. The words 
you speak can be given to you through the Spirit of God so that they can be planted like a seed into the 
person’s mind and heart. Only God can accomplish this, and this is the primary reason why Excited to Share 
begins with developing a passion to be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Imagine what your words could accomplish if the Spirit of God used them! Imagine miracles happening 
and lives being changed! Have you ever prayed for words for evangelism, that God may inspire you to 
supernaturally say exactly what needs to be said? 

The Courage of Evangelism

Not only can the Spirit give us the words, but in Acts the Spirit is also seen empowering the Apostles with 
courage. The terrified Apostles became a powerhouse, defying all who would seek to silence them (Acts 
5:27-29). Scholars feel that there is simply no other way to explain the life change of the Apostles than a 
supernatural act of God.  

When today’s challenges are stacked up, the forces of intimidation are strong, and you may feel totally 
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intimidated to share the gospel. Questions fill our minds like: “What if he is smarter than I am?” “What 
if she is offended?” “What if he never wants to talk with me again?” “What if I come across sounding 
unintelligent, weird, or intolerant of their views?” 

Paul talked about the Spirit giving us power, love, and self-discipline (2 Timothy 1:7). William Abraham, 
the author of The Logic of Evangelism, notes, “Those called to give themselves in active service in the rule of 
God need some assurance that they do not face the world on their own but that they can face it with hope, 
knowing that they will be accompanied, led, and used by the Holy Spirit.”2

God overcomes our limitations regardless of what they are, and so you can trust that God can supply 
everything you need to practice evangelism faithfully. Jesus said he would be with us as we evangelize 
(Matthew 28:20). You can do it!

2.  A Spirit’s Work in the Life of the Listener

Second, the Spirit of God also overcomes the obstacles in the mind of the listener. We could never 
accomplish this, but God can. The Spirit knows how to get through postmodern philosophies, past hurts, and 
objections by skeptics. Once again, consider the evangelism in Acts 2. 

Do you see what’s happening here? God worked in many ways that day (Acts 2:13). In this passage, the Holy 
Spirit is not only working in the life of the Apostles bearing witness, the Spirit is also working in the life of the 
listener. 

Scripture contains many stories of people’s response to the message of God that could only be explained as 
a work of the Spirit in the lives of the hearers. Jonah’s message consisted of a simple threat ( Jonah 3:4), and 
the whole city turned to God. The Samaritan woman’s message about Jesus was by no means polished and 
did not come from a position of popularity, power, or influence ( John 4:29), yet many Samaritans believed. 

Even if the Apostles were capable of speaking the gospel on their own, the people never would have been 
able to hear it, understand it, or respond to it without the Spirit. There was a language and cultural barrier. 

Many preachers can share stories of people coming to them at the end of a sermon and talking about how 
they needed to hear that particular word on that day. Curious, the preacher asks about what was said that was 
so relevant. The person gives a sentence or an idea. Sometimes the preacher knows at that moment, “I never 
said anything like that.” Often, the Holy Spirit said it, but not the preacher. This can happen with you, too, 
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and it can change someone’s life! 

It is important to understand that the Holy Spirit is seen conquering every evangelistic challenge! What is 
impossible with man is possible with God.

A Word of Caution

When the Holy Spirit’s role is ignored, it can lead some Christians to approach the conversation with the 
unbiblical mindset that their objective is to save the listener. 

Some approaches to evangelism teach that one must work to get someone to say the “sinner’s prayer,” or work 
to get them saved/converted. The phenomenon of being born again/saved will be covered in later weeks, but 
for now, understand that if Christians approach evangelism with the idea that it is their job to save someone, 
then they have mistakenly taken on the role of the Spirit. 

Anyone learning to practice evangelism faithfully needs to understand what he/she can do, but perhaps more 
importantly, what he/she cannot do. Isn’t it a relief to know that you can let go of the burden to save people? 
God will not hold you accountable for someone else’s decision. God will, however, hold Christians 
accountable to be faithful to bear witness. 

If anyone attempts evangelism without a strong emphasis on the role of the Spirit, there will be a tendency 
for the evangelist to take on the Spirit’s role, and we don’t do a good job as the Spirit. We may even hurt 
people when we try and play that role! History attests to abusive methods of evangelism. 

This is not just a matter of getting the word out to all who will listen, using any means of communication 
that comes to hand. It is a matter of the power of the living God, unveiling himself to the minds and hearts 
of the listener as the gospel is taught and made known. 

 • Do you have a story of a time when someone seemed to take on the role  
of the Holy Spirit? 

DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION
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Clearing Up Confusion about the Holy Spirit

Many Christians are afraid that the Holy Spirit will make them act in silly ways or say odd things that do 
not build up the body of Christ. Therefore, these groups have a tendency to ignore the power of the Spirit 
altogether. In doing so, they have often lost the real power for evangelism. 

Baptists have been guilty of shying away from an emphasis of being filled with the Spirit or the idea of 
“speaking in tongues” as well. Out of reaction to other Christian denominations and what they have felt is 
false emotionalism, Baptists and others have thrown out the proverbial baby with the bath water. They have 
marginalized the one power that is needed the most. How will the Spirit empower evangelism if he is limited? 

Often the Holy Spirit is limited because of the perceived abuses, of which there are many. It also could be 
pointed out, however, that grace is often abused, yet we do not marginalize grace. Why would some groups 
(like Baptists) cast out the possibilities of the power of the Spirit because of risks, and yet be okay with the 
risks of grace? Believers have been abusing the grace of God since the beginning.  

The point is that too often the fear of the Holy Spirit has led many churches to diminish the role of the Holy 
Spirit, which consequently is the only one who can achieve evangelism. 

For the last three weeks, it has been demonstrated how necessary the Spirit is for witnessing. 

In the Acts 2 passage (this is not an all-encompassing teaching on the gift of tongues, but only a look into the 
tongues spoken in Acts 2), the gift of tongues was given for the advancement of the gospel. It would be wise for 
every Christian to take the risk and ask God for the power of the Spirit to give the words of evangelism. 

The word pneumatology means a study of the Spirit of God. It is time for a fresh pneumatology to fill the pews 
and pulpits of Christian churches around the world. The benefits of being filled with the Spirit far outweigh 
the risks of a counterfeit movement! The Spirit of God gives many different spiritual gifts to his people and 
brings fruit in their lives. Faithful evangelism requires taking the risk and allowing the fullness of the Holy 
Spirit to be realized. 

We believe that the Spirit of God is given to people when they give their lives to Christ, but often they 
have no idea what this means and have never tapped into the Spirit’s leading and empowering. The Holy 
Spirit comes to dwell in someone’s life when he/she gives their life to God as a deposit guaranteeing what 
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is to come (2 Corinthians 1:22). But sometimes, believers come to special moments of understanding, 
empowerment, and increased faith at a later time as the Spirit does a new and exciting work.   

The Bible says that the Apostles were filled with the Spirit and began to speak the tongues needed for their 
multi-lingual audience. The church needs this same filling today for evangelism, to transcend and bridge the 
cultural barriers that human power cannot overcome. 

Praying for the Holy Spirit

To be filled with the Spirit takes: 1) prayer, 2) a willing heart to obey the Spirit, and 3) a desire for the Lord 
to move. 

Often, Paul often laid hands on people and prayed that they would receive the Holy Spirit. In Acts 19:6, 
when Paul did this, the people spoke in tongues and preached the gospel. In that text, once again there is a 
connection between speaking in tongues and prophesying about the gospel, which simply means telling of 
the truth of the gospel in a supernatural way so it is understood by listeners. 

Perhaps this is what has been missing in evangelism. Imagine trying to be faithful in evangelism and leaving 
out the Holy Spirit, but also imagine what God would do through a church that was filled with the Spirit. 

Any method of evangelism that does not focus on the leading of the Spirit must be reconsidered. This Spirit 
infused pattern can become the catalyst for any authentic evangelistic practice in the life of the apostolic church.

In Your Sodality This Week

In your Sodalities this week, you will spend time laying hands on each person in a moment of empowerment, 
praying that God will give them all that is needed to evangelize by the leading of the Spirit. This will be the 
“Pentecost Day” for your group! 

Form a circle, and take turns praying for each person in the middle. Before you are prayed for, share with the 
group anything that is on your mind. Ask them to pray for any struggles, apprehensions, or certain people 
with whom you desire to share the gospel. Then, open your heart to the leading of God’s Spirit that your life 
will be filled with the fruit of the Christian life (Galatians 5:22), and evangelism.
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P A R T  I I  

SHARING THE GOSPEL
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Week 6:  
Sharing the Gospel  
as the Kingdom of God

SILENT  
PRAYER

KICK-OFF
QUESTIONS

We are going to spend the next few minutes praying silently. Please pray for openness 
to the leading of God. If you need to clear your mind from the business of the day, 

ask for forgiveness, deal with some pressing spiritual issue, or simply center yourself in Christ, this is the 
moment.  Now please find a comfortable position and let’s pray silently [3 min.]

 • Have you had any thoughts from last week?  
 • How are you feeling so far?

Preparing Your Heart
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Gospel Big Not Small

So far, we have focused on allowing God to lead us and fill us with His Spirit so that our words will be heard  
by the listener. 

Today, we are beginning our training of knowing the gospel and knowing how to share this gospel with 
others. Have you ever wanted to share the gospel, but you didn’t know exactly what to say? These lessons in 
“Part II-Sharing the Gospel” will help you develop great words for evangelism.  

Keep in mind, what evangelism is trying to do is present the good news (gospel) of Jesus the Messiah. You 
don’t have to save anyone, that’s the Holy Spirit’s job. The gospel itself has the power to save (Romans 1:16), 
we simply have to be faithful to share it. 

So, what all makes up the gospel? What words do we say? Obviously, Christians cannot share the gospel if 
they don’t know what it is. For the next few weeks, we will add significant Biblical layers to the gospel. 

Imagine a peg in a wall. Each day, you come home and drape a new strip of colored cloth on that peg. One day, that 
peg is covered with colorful beautiful fabric. The peg is the story of God and us, and each strip of cloth tells that story 
more fully. 

There is an old debate among scholars; they have argued as to what parts of the Bible teach the true essence 
of the gospel. Sometimes they call this essence of the gospel the kerygma. The issue revolves around this 
question, “Does the gospel basically consist of Jesus’ death and resurrection, or is it more than that?” 

Is Jesus’ birth, life, miracles, or his triumphant reign at the end of time part of the gospel? What about 
getting to be included in the life of a loving church family, or living as a disciple of Jesus? Is that good news/
gospel too? When Believers share the gospel, what all needs to be included in that telling in order to make 
disciples? After all, making disciples is the real hope (Matthew 28:19).  

Okay, here is a huge difference in Excited to Share, from maybe some other methods of evangelism. Telling 
the gospel grand and big is always better than telling it small! Enlarging it, rather than trying to just tell one or two 
parts is actually better for both the speaker and the listener. And this is not as hard as you think! It comes very 
easy if we think about the Bible as a story of the kingdom of God. 
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In the past, you may have been taught to keep the gospel as simple as possible by just sharing a few major 
points, but Excited to Share teaches the opposite. And for good reason as you will see. 

The Gospel is the Kingdom of God

The gospel must be shared grand and big because it is the story of the kingdom of God, and this story has 
remarkable power to transform people’s lives when shared in its fullness. 

The gospel is like a beautiful painting. What a loss it would be to have a beautiful painting like Rembrandt’s “Return 
of the Prodigal Son,” only to get to see a small portion of it? The painting’s ability to touch a person’s heart is unveiled 
when it is viewed in its fullness, with all its contrasting light and emotion. The story of the kingdom of God is 
exciting and vivid, and it is what Jesus talked about the most.

The kingdom of God is defined as, “God’s wonderful reign on this earth as it is in heaven through Jesus.” The 
story of the kingdom of God goes all the way back to the very beginning, which we will look at in a moment, 
but let’s start from Jesus.   

There is something compelling and proper in defining the gospel as the kingdom of God because that is 
exactly what Jesus did. In Mark 1:15, Jesus said that the “kingdom of God was at hand, repent and believe the 
gospel.” Do you see that wonderful word “gospel” here? Jesus says that his gospel was the “kingdom of God.” 
This is significant! 

Throughout his ministry, the kingdom of God is the number one thing Jesus talked about. Jesus speaks about 
the kingdom 37x in Matthew, 15x in Mark, 26x in Luke, and 2x in John. The idea of kingdom and king was 
the central issue in John 18:33 as Pilate talked with Jesus. It was important in both Paul’s (Acts 19:8; 28:31) 
and Peter’s (Acts 2:29-36) evangelism as well. 

The Bible declares Jesus to be the king in many different ways and within many different contexts, as in when 
the angel proclaimed Jesus’ birth to Mary saying, “The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 
and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end” (Luke 1:32b-33). And don’t forget 
how Paul’s hymn to the Philippians ends with an image of Jesus’ throne room at the end of times when, “at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow….” 
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This is important when sharing the gospel because it offers a deep and broad picture of the good news 
of Jesus, and it is indeed more than just his death and resurrection. This real gospel flows out of the Old 
Testament and impacts important issues of today. 

Viewing the gospel through the lenses of the kingdom of God reveals elements that will be very 
compelling to people when they hear it.

The Kingdom of God is NOT the Abridged Version of Jesus

Can you tell the story of the kingdom of God the way Jesus did? This is what you need to learn to do. 

Jesus taught that his arrival as king to save his world and set up his exciting reign had finally come. Notice 
how broad this gospel is in John 3:3-21, as Jesus talks to Nicodemus. Our beloved John 3:16 passage flows 
out of the context where Jesus is teaching the gospel of the kingdom to Nicodemus. Check it out! 

EXPLORING
SCRIPTURE [Read John 3:3-21, and read slowly] 

In this story, we see Jesus witnessing to Nicodemus about something that He “knows” and has “seen.” (v. 11). 
What did Jesus “know” that was so significant?  To “what” exactly is Jesus witnessing? If we could figure it 
out, it would help give us clues as to what we need to tell others. 

Jesus knew the whole Divine plan for the movement of the kingdom of God. Notice how the language about 
the kingdom launches this story (vs. 3:3; 3:5). Jesus says that the kingdom of God is given to people who are 
born again as if the kingdom is synonymous with salvation and eternal life. Indeed, it was to the Jews. This is 
why the Jewish culture in Jesus’ day was obsessed with how to get into the kingdom (Mark 10:24-25). 

Jesus then teaches Nicodemus about how to get this salvation by talking about himself. In v. 13, the passage 
talks about the “descending” of Jesus Christ from heaven, a statement talking about the birth of Jesus into 
our world, the incarnation! Jesus is the way into the kingdom of God because first, he came down from God. 
So, his birth is an important part of the gospel, and what an exciting part of the story that is. The angels, the 
shepherds, the cold barn behind the inn, and a little baby being born to a virgin. 
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Sadly, and often, the ideas of the incarnation (birth of Jesus) are left out of evangelism. But here in John 3, 
one finds Jesus talking about it to Nicodemus as a part of understanding the kingdom. The first four books 
of the New Testament all contain their unique birth stories, even John. So, Jesus’ birth into our world is 
an important part of the gospel of the kingdom of God. The great King had come to earth and taken on 
humanity because only a human could pay the penalty for the sins committed by humans (more on this in 
the next lesson.) 

Jesus also speaks of “ascending” into heaven as well. Notice v. 13 again. “No one has ever gone up into heaven…
(ascension) except he that came from heaven (incarnation).” So, there is not only incarnation but resurrection 
and ascension in this story as well. 

This is Jesus’ witness to Nicodemus, and it was good news. The savior had actually been born into our world, 
and one day he was going to return to heaven. 

Verse 14 continues to unpack the kingdom by talking about the Savior’s coming death. This verse alludes to 
the death of Jesus on the cross by utilizing a famous story in the life of Moses (Numbers 21:8). 

Now put it all together. The Gospel of John seems to unite the fullness of the whole life of Jesus: his pre-
existence in heaven, his birth into our world (incarnation), life, death, resurrection, and ascension. And in v. 
16, this undivided descent and ascent of Jesus demonstrates the love God has for his whole creation. It shows 
how the kingdom has come and what the kingdom is accomplishing. “For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in him will not perish but have everlasting life.” 

The point is, Jesus was witnessing to a great deal more than just his death and resurrection because he wanted 
Nicodemus to understand the whole story of what God was doing and how Nicodemus could be involved if 
he could be born again by accepting it!   

When Jesus shared the gospel, he was not just part of his own gospel, he was at the center of it. 

Any telling of the gospel needs to include as much powerful drama in the whole Jesus event as possible 
rather than reducing it to a few points. The gospel has characters like the shepherds, Mary, Peter, it has Judas 
and Pilate, lepers, paraplegics, and the Roman Empire, and you, and the whole world! To share the gospel 
well, is to unpack this great story so that the hearer might begin to see themselves in it.
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Paul and Peter’s Evangelism

The evangelism of Paul and Peter, as examined in Acts mimics how Jesus shared the gospel in John 3. They 
also tell a big story about Jesus. In fact, there is never a moment in Scripture where evangelism is given in a 
narrow little nutshell kind of way. Never. 

If we had time to consider the seven or eight evangelism messages given by Peter and Paul in Acts, we would 
quickly see how they are all grand stories that capture a great deal of the life of Jesus. They show how Jesus’ 
kingship is the fulfillment of God’s promises to the whole earth and Israel in the Old Testament (Acts 2:14-
39; Acts 3:12-26; Acts 4:8-12; Acts 10:34-43 with 11:4-18; Acts 13:16-41; Acts 14:15-17; Acts 17:22-31; 
maybe Acts 7:2-53). 

In his book The King Jesus Gospel, Scot McKnight writes, “Peter’s gospeling also puts the life of a live body 
on the bones of 1 Corinthians 15, and that means his gospel involved telling the full Story of Jesus Christ, 
including his life, his death, his resurrection, his exaltation, the gift of the Holy Spirit, his second coming and 
the wrapping up of history so that God would be all in all. The reason we have to say this is because too often 
we have... reduced the life of Jesus to Good Friday, and therefore reduced the gospel to the crucifixion....”1 

 • What stories about Jesus do you think are interesting or life giving, that if you 
were telling someone about him, you may want to share that particular story? 
(Example: I love the story of how Jesus touched the leper and then healed him 
after touching him.) 

 • Think about the very best things you know about Jesus; now could you simply tell 
those things like a story?

DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION
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Telling the gospel grand  
and big is always better than  

telling it small!
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Remember the end is a part 
of the gospel too... One day 

Jesus is coming back, and we 
will all be resurrected with 

him and everything crooked 
and unjust will be set right in 

the whole world. 
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Week 7:  
Sharing the Whole  
Kingdom Story

SILENT  
PRAYER

KICK-OFF
QUESTIONS

We are going to spend the next few minutes praying silently. Please pray for openness 
to the leading of God. If you need to clear your mind from the business of the day, 

ask for forgiveness, deal with some pressing spiritual issue, or simply center yourself in Christ, this is the 
moment.  Now please find a comfortable position and let’s pray silently [3 min.]

 • Have you had any thoughts from last week?  
 • What resonated with you last week?

Preparing Your Heart
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The Beginning of the Kingdom of God

Last week we learned how the gospel of the kingdom was big and grand and has at its center Jesus as King. 
Through Jesus’ whole life (pre-existence, birth, teachings, miracles, love, death, resurrection, ascension, and 
return) ALL of creation is being set back right. But set back right from what? And what is this new path? 

Last week we looked closely at John 3, when Jesus taught Nicodemus that he ( Jesus) was the center of the 
kingdom. Let’s look back at this passage one more time.

EXPLORING
SCRIPTURE [Read John 3:3-21, read it slowly] 

When Jesus introduces the gospel to Nicodemus by talking about seeing the kingdom of God in verse 3, 
Nicodemus would have been very interested. He, like most other Jews of his generation, was hoping that 
God would hurry up and bring His kingdom on earth. Things were broken, and Nicodemus knew that only 
God could fix it. 

When you share the gospel with someone, she or he may understand that things are broken, but unlike 
Nicodemus, may not have a notion as to why things are broken. Evangelism needs to include words about 
how our world became broken, how each person is a part of that brokenness, and what God has been doing 
about it.    

Nicodemus was a part of the Jewish ruling council which means he was already well aware of the world’s 
predicament of sin. Mankind’s sinful fall in Genesis 3, was all too real to him, and the painful history of his 
own people reminded him of it. Nicodemus was waiting and hoping for the kingdom of God to heal their 
world. And this hope goes all the way back into the Old Testament and the story of Israel. 

Here is the part of the kingdom story which Nicodemus already understood, and it’s important for all 
Christians to understand as they practice evangelism. Knowing the major movements of the Bible story will help 
Christians share the gospel more than they think it will.  

(A handy companion in this section will be The Bible Story, by Preben Vang. It will be used in this section and 
referred in the following way: see Vang, TBS p.____)1    
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Beginning (see Vang, TBS pgs. 1-2)

Nicodemus knew that in the beginning God created the universe. God is not a part of the universe as a mere 
power; he is a separate and independent Creator who deliberately created everything that exists. God exists 
in three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one divine essence existing in three separate persons. This is 
mysterious, but many passages of Scripture speak to this. 

This triune God created beautifully and perfectly. The Bible does not delineate all the details of how God 
created but focuses mainly on the theology that God did it. God expressed his love by creating special human 
beings that were free to know him and love him back. Because of their soul’s capacity to love freely and know, 
humans are made in the image of God. God’s relationship with humanity was strong. Human beings find 
meaning, identity, and reason for existence in the relationship between the Creator and his creation. 

But eventually, humans decided that they knew better than God and they rejected his will for their life, and so 
sin was born into our world. We see the effects of sin all around us today; everyone is touched by the pain of sin.  

God's Grace and Promise (see Vang, TBS pgs. 3-4)

Nicodemus also knew about God’s great promise to his ancestor, Abraham. In this promise, God talks about 
his plan of blessing for all the peoples of the earth (Genesis 12:3). It was not a two-way covenant where 
if people obeyed God, then God would save people. No, this was simply God’s desire and promise to do 
something great in and for his creation, and was the beginning of salvation.

The People of Promise (see Vang, TBS pgs. 4-9)

The people who grew out of this understanding of God were the Israelite people. God wanted to bless the 
whole world through them. Over time, they began to realize that God had chosen them for a purpose. At a 
crucial point in their civilization, God sent a leader named Moses to help lead them out of slavery in Egypt. 
Through Moses, God revealed more of his will for these people. 

Over and over God saved His people and helped them. He rescued them so that they would know that 
He was unlike the gods worshiped by other nations. He was close and comforting and generous. His laws, 
though from today’s perspective may seem oppressive and monstrous, were quite progressive at that primitive 
point in history.   
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During the time of Moses, God made another covenant with the people. Unlike the covenant with Abraham 
though, this was a two-way street. If they would obey the Law he had given to Moses and follow God, then 
God would lead them. God kept his end of the deal and was always merciful, but the people often rebelled 
and turned to other gods and hurt other people.
 
Nicodemus knew all of this story. 

The Kings and God (see Vang, TBS pgs. 10-11)

God led the Israelite people into a land on the eastern side of the Mediterranean around 1,300 BC. 
They coronated their first king, Saul, around 1,100 BC. During the reign of their second king, David, the 
Abraham covenant came the closest to being fulfilled than ever before. David loved God and led his people 
to follow God. God made another promise during this time, he promised to give the people an eternal place 
and establish David’s dynasty. David’s son Solomon built the temple for the Lord, but after his reign, the 
kingdom of Israel split into a northern and southern kingdom. 

Through the years, and through all the kings, the people continued to fall further and further away. For the 
Israelites devoted to God, there was great hope that God would soon bring a great king like David, and he 
would make God’s reign complete. These devoted Israelites were holding on to the hope of God’s promise to 
David, and the ideas of the kingdom of God were born out of this hope and promise.  

The Prophets and Destruction (see Vang, TBS pg. 12)

The prophets would pronounce God’s judgment on the people for their disobedience and call out for the 
people to repent. There would be moments of returning to God, but often these revivals were short lived. The 
two nations of the Jews came crashing down, the northern kingdom in 722 B.C. and the southern kingdom 
and Jerusalem in 586 B.C. God allowed other nations like the Babylonians to destroy them because of their 
disobedience, idolatry, and injustice toward others. After the war, the remnant of the people of the southern 
kingdom was carried into exile in Babylon, modern day Iraq. While in exile, the people learned how God was 
still with them, even in a foreign land and with no temple. They also began to learn that God was not just 
their God, but the one true God of the whole world. 
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The Exile and Return (see Vang, TBS pgs. 13-15)

When Persia conquered Babylon, the Persians allowed the people of Israel to return to their homeland in 
533 B.C. There is an artifact in the British Museum called “Cyrus’ Cylinder” that talks about his decree that 
the captured people groups could return to their lands. God led His remnant Israel back to Jerusalem, and 
they begin to build their lives once again. They rebuilt the temple in Jerusalem, the wall around the city, and 
rebuilt their homes, but they were never truly independent. 

The Greeks defeated the Persians and conquered this eastern Mediterranean area including Jerusalem. The 
Jews fought back and had some freedom, but then the Romans conquered the Greeks and the Jews were 
right back to being subjects of a greater kingdom. 

All this time, the people tried to obey the Mosaic Law, but every day they failed. The Law no longer defined 
the covenant relationship between God and his people; it functioned simply as a guideline for living. It 
showed them how their transgressions were so great and reminded them of their inability to be righteous. 
The Law pointed out the brokenness of the world.  

The prophets began to proclaim something new was coming, a new covenant. God remembered his covenant 
with Abraham and David, and He was about to unveil the climax of all history in Jesus Christ being born 
into our world as Lord and Savior.  

This story presents a picture of history that shows who God is, and how much he loves His creation. 
Without this back story, the gospel has no foundation on which to rest. This big story gives meaning and 
purpose to humanity by telling them how they are connected to God and each other. 

 • Why is it important to know the story of how and why Jesus came? 
 • Which parts of the Old Testament story would you share if you  

were sharing the gospel?

DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION
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Jesus is the Fulfillment

Okay, back to Nicodemus! 

When Jesus spoke of the kingdom of God to Nicodemus, the idea conjures up this whole great movement of 
God, revealed in Scripture. 

Nicodemus was hoping God’s kingdom would come soon, and that a great king like David and in the line of 
David, would set up his rule. God would reign through this king in such a peaceful and powerful way that all 
the nations of the earth would be blessed like God told Abraham.  

Nicodemus saw all of this in his mind as a part of the kingdom of God. It’s easy to see that Nicodemus and 
others would greatly desire the good news of the kingdom. The Bible says that Simeon was waiting for the 
kingdom of God (Luke 2:25), and the Apostles wondered if the kingdom was about to be restored (Acts 1:6).  

When Jesus came preaching that the kingdom of God had at last come it was very exciting, it was good news. 

Last week we looked at the basic story of Jesus as the fulfillment of the kingdom of God. And when his 
followers, as Nicodemus would likely become, understood that he was the one at the center of God’s great 
kingdom movement in history, it was amazing and life giving. And this is still the case today. 

In this kingdom story, Jesus’ birth, life, death, resurrection, and return create the kingdom of God and allow 
humanity to enter into that peaceful kingdom as citizens, co-heirs, and even children. Jesus’ death on behalf 
of the world provided forgiveness from sins, and Jesus’ resurrection defeated death caused by sin. This means 
that the vast brokenness of all creation was set on a new path to restoration in Christ Jesus. The kingdom of 
God is moving our world from death to life in every way. 

Remember the end is a part of the gospel, too. Jesus is the amazing king, and His story flows from the river 
of the history of creation and Israel. One day he is coming back, and we will all be resurrected with him and 
everything crooked and unjust will be set right in the whole world. 

The good King will judge justly, and all the people of the earth will go into either an eternity with the King 
or an eternity separated from the king in hell. This separation depends on whom they chose to follow.
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Here is What This Could Look Like

Now, when we evangelize, we will probably not tell all of this, but we need to know the great story so that we can 
draw moments from it. 

Jesus was basing his evangelism upon this grand story when he talked to Nicodemus, and the evangelism of 
the apostles did the same. You need to know this story, too. 

So, what words can a person say when sharing the gospel? The words are taken from this grand narrative. 
The parts of the story that you might choose to use in one moment of evangelism may be different from the 
parts of the story you choose the next time you share. Let’s use this great story and draw from it by saying 
something like this, and it only takes about 1 minute and 30 seconds to say.  

“I think Christianity is life giving because we believe that our world was created by a wonderful God with 
purpose and meaning. People were made in his image with the ability to think and freedom to choose. God 
was intimately close and relationally connected to people. 

But eventually people felt that they knew better than God and disobeyed him, and they brought sin into our 
world. All of creation became crooked and cracked, and we still deal with this today. 

But God was not going to let things just go on like that. He loved his creation and had a purpose for it. Sin 
wasn’t going to win. So, God called out a special people group, the Jews, to be a blessing to the whole world. 
And through them, God sent his Son Jesus to save our world and fix the brokenness. Jesus was born into our 
world and became like us, so he understands what we go through. He was crucified on a Roman cross to pay 
the consequence of humanity’s sin, but he rose from the grave defeating death. Today Jesus reigns as Lord, 
and one day he is returning, and when he does all will know him. Everyone who believes can begin living 
the kingdom life right now and will experience the fullness of God’s kingdom for eternity.”  

Okay, your turn!
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Any presentation of a  
gospel that is disconnected 
from the issues of our world 
is likely to be ignored, and 

for good reason.  
A disconnected gospel is  

really a fake gospel. 
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Week 8:  
Being Born Again  
into the Kingdom of God 

SILENT  
PRAYER

KICK-OFF
QUESTIONS

Our pattern of starting with prayer continues. We are going to spend the next few 
minutes praying silently. Find a comfortable position and pray for openness to the 

leading of God. If you need to clear your mind from the business of the day, ask for forgiveness, deal with 
some pressing spiritual issue, or simply center yourself in Christ, this is the moment [3 min.]

 • Have you had any thoughts from last week?  
 • Based on last week, is there a part of God's story you are particularly excited to 

share with someone?

Preparing Your Heart
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Being Born Again

Today, we will learn how to use the gospel story to present a path for someone to be born again (also called 
saved, converted, or transformed). Several passages of Scripture are explored this week, but once again, we are 
first observing how Jesus spoke to Nicodemus in John 3. 

Jesus told Nicodemus that he needed to be born again, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of 
God unless he is born again.” The phrase “born again” has been used in various Christian circles for a long 
time. It indicates that a person has repented from their old ways and old thoughts, and they now have a new 
way of life. 

If Nicodemus was going to believe that Jesus, the human being talking with him right there, was the center 
of the kingdom of God, then Nicodemus absolutely had to trade his old ways of thinking and living for a 
“new birth” kind of way. 

Jesus shared the gospel about himself (which we discussed in Week 6), and then the ball was in Nicodemus’ 
court to either reject or embrace. This is the same way of conversion that happens with people today. 

Special Note: Keep one vital thing in mind when thinking about someone being born again. 
Conversion (being born again) is both a single moment and a process. Sometimes little lights of the 
gospel come on slowly, one at a time, and as they do, a person believes at every new moment. We 
are not told that Nicodemus was born again in that moment in John 3. What we find out later is 
that Nicodemus defended Jesus to his Pharisee peers and that he helped take down his body off the 
cross. We assume that he finally was born again. In John 9, a man born blind seemed to grow in his 
understanding of Jesus as well. So, when you are sharing the gospel, be prepared for someone to just 
take a step of understanding. He or she may not be ready to embrace a whole new way of life and 
repent from their old life. That’s okay. The Holy Spirit is doing the saving! But, when someone is 
ready to commit their life to Christ, God may have you show them the path, so be ready.

What Happens Inside a Person? 

As a person hears the gospel, at some point, God’s Spirit sparks the light of understanding in a person’s 

EXCITED TO SHARE



59

mind. Then, from deep inside their soul, they begin to desire to be a part of Jesus’ kingdom and to turn away 
from other things.

When a person’s faith/belief is lit and it compels them to confess that Jesus is Lord, then their rebirth begins. 
The Holy Spirit, who has been working in that person’s life since birth, comes to fill them and ignite their 
spirit with the life of Jesus. The Spirit then lives within them, guiding and comforting them.     

This rebirth in a person’s life has many characteristics. It is a conversion, a paradigm shift, a transformation, 
and a repenting (turning away from an old way). People begin to have different ideas about the world, and 
they begin to acquire a new language and a new community of friends. 

What is obvious is that, for this new birth to happen, like Nicodemus, people need to understand as much of 
the grandness of the gospel as they can.

We are trying to make true disciples here, not just trying to get someone to a confession as quickly as 
possible. Please understand that we will produce “still born” disciples when we offer a truncated version of the 
gospel! 

How many members do our churches have who have not been to worship in a decade? How many people 
claim to be Christians but say that it doesn’t matter if they are a part of Jesus’ community of faith, a church? 
Some don’t care about learning about God or drawing near to him. Others claim Jesus with their mouths and 
then walk out and deny him with their lives.

Excited to Share is a method of evangelism that, from the very beginning, tries to make disciples. It is not 
biblical evangelism to quickly get someone to say the sinner’s prayer, and then hope that someone else, in 
another process, tries to help that person to become a disciple. Evangelism is disciple making from the 
beginning and must not be separated from it. 

There are two exciting aspects of being born again that must be explained in evangelism. The first is that 
the kingdom of God is a transformation of the whole world and is bigger than any individual; second, the 
kingdom of God is a personal transformation of one’s soul being united with Christ now and for eternity. 
Each of these aspects of being born again is exciting and vast. When sharing the gospel, both are essential. 
Let’s consider each of them. 
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The Kingdom of God Is of Global Concern 

The idea that God desires for every part of our world to be born again is an odd concept for some Christians 
who have mainly talked about God’s saving grace in terms of individual salvation. If you hold on though, and 
don’t discount this too quickly, you will see how this part about the kingdom is immeasurably valuable when 
sharing the gospel. 

The kingdom of God is a broad, historical, global idea. It’s so much more than an individual’s personal 
salvation. We will get to the individual next, but the Bible talks about how God is saving the whole world 
and fixing the broken systems within it. Jesus’ rule and reign affect all of creation and sets every little piece of 
it right again (Revelation 21). It is socially systemic good news.  

When we only tell the gospel in a way that centers on how the listener can get to heaven, it makes the gospel 
too small.  Today, people want to know what effect the gospel has on the world, not just what effect it has on 
them individually. For instance, people in Western culture have a heart for issues of justice and compassion 
(I say Western culture because it is my target audience.) People desire to see whole systems change for the 
better. If the gospel is disconnected from the real world issues of pain and suffering that people care so much 
about, it will seem irrelevant or even a little selfish. 

Praise God that our gospel indeed speaks to real world issues. It’s not just about getting individuals to heaven 
when they die. Yes, it is that, but the cross and resurrection affect so much more.  

In Jesus’ sharing with Nicodemus in John 3:16, notice how there is hope not just for individuals, but for the 
world. “For God so loved the world...” Then it moves to the individual, “That whosoever...” The gospel is larger 
than individualized salvation, or even the total number of individuals. It is about how those individuals relate 
together, live together, and create together within history.  

Don’t worry, this will actually be exciting for the listener. People are drawn to a global gospel because most 
people have a sense of community in their hearts and a concern for their world. People are wondering if the 
gospel has true concern for those who are starving, or those who suffer from addictions, or those who are 
marginalized because of racism. There are many crooked and cracked places in our world because of sin, and 
younger generations especially want to see how Christianity speaks to these injustices. 

Any presentation of a gospel that is disconnected from the issues of our world is likely to be ignored, and for good 
reason. A disconnected gospel is really a fake gospel. 
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EXPLORING
SCRIPTURE [Acts 14:15–17] 

Here is an example from Scripture. In Acts 14, Paul and Barnabas are sharing the gospel in a town called 
Lystra. They healed a lame man, which created an exciting but misguided commotion among the people. The 
citizens of Lystra started to say that Paul and Barnabas were Greek gods who had come to earth. Quickly, 
Paul stopped them and shared the real gospel:

Friends, why are you doing this? We too are only human, like you. We are bringing you the gospel, telling you 
to turn from these worthless things to the living God, who made the heavens, and the earth, and the sea and 
everything in them. In the past, he let all the nations go their own way. Yet he has not left himself without 
testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides 
you with plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy (Acts 14:15–17).

Have you ever shared the gospel like this? Paul connects their real-life issues (food, rain, crops/finances, 
happiness), with the gospel. God doesn’t just care if you get to heaven—he also cares about your life right 
now, and the lives of others!

Consider another passage about the gospel of Jesus. The kingdom of God is moving on earth in tangible 
ways, and evangelism is grounded in such terms, as we will see next.

EXPLORING
SCRIPTURE [Read Matthew 25:31–46]

In this parable, what stands out to you? Christians are held accountable for a kingdom kind of evangelism 
that actually helps someone’s real life situation. 

Here is something that will help. Imagine what heaven will be like. Now, do two things: share that vision 
with others, and work to enact its substance right now. Both of these are evangelism. Will there be 
addictions, hatred, racism, or poverty in heaven? Of course not! So bring that good news into our world by 
living it out and talking about it. That’s kingdom evangelism. 

Do you imagine heaven being a place of selfless love, diversity, generosity, and community in Christ? 
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Certainly yes! Then bring that good news into our world by living it out and talking about it. That’s kingdom 
evangelism. 

When a person is born again, they repent and turn away from their selfish, fearful, and overly protective 
world views. They experience being born again like Zacchaeus. At a special moment with Jesus at his house, 
Zacchaeus leaps up from the table and publicly declares, “Look Lord! Today I give half of my possessions to 
the poor, and if I’ve robbed anyone, I will pay back four times the amount.” And Jesus said to him, “Today 
salvation has come to you” (Luke 19:8–9). 

Isn’t this our hope for people, that salvation will come to their life? But Zacchaeus’ salvation was bigger than 
just his soul. He gave his life to Christ by understanding how the gospel of the kingdom was moving in 
loving and generous ways to other people, and he was born anew into it. Zacchaeus repented from his old, 
worn out ways of greed, money, and power. In light of Jesus, they were all pathetic.  

The story of Jesus is grander, deeper, and more compelling than we ever imagined. A person is born anew 
into a family called a church, and together as a family of faith, they appropriate new ways of thinking about 
the world and behaving within it (Romans 6). The kingdom is the rule and reign of God on earth as it is 
in heaven, and even the systems in and by which we operate, that have been corrupted by sin, are being 
transformed by the gospel. Thus, the implications for being born again are limitless.

Please don’t make evangelism only about what happens to individuals at the end of their life; we will never 
make disciples like that. The full gospel needs to be shared so that when someone is born again into that 
fullness, they are transformed into the historical movement of the beautiful kingdom of Jesus. 

So, the gospel is big and exciting. If someone cares about making a difference in some issue in our world, 
chances are that God cares about that issue, too. This means that evangelism invites people to join God’s 
kingdom movement, which is likely to have an impact on the issues they care about. It could even change someone’s 
mind about an issue, or bring more depth to it. In John 10:10, Jesus said, “I have come to bring life abundant 
and full.” 

All of the healings and compassion one sees in the life of Jesus help us to understand what the gospel of the 
kingdom of God looks like. “Thy kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven,” is a prayer for all things to be 
made wonderful as they become aligned with Christ’s rule and reign. If there is no poverty, addiction, greed, 
or loneliness in heaven, then we are bringing that future truth backward into this current, seen world, and 
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 • Where do you see brokenness in our world that needs the gospel of Jesus? 
 • If people cared about fixing an issue in our world that was hurting people, how 

would the gospel be an exciting idea to them? 
 • Have you ever considered what a church does when it reaches out in practical 

ways to its community, as being a part of evangelism? 

DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION

Making it Personal

Next, a person is not only born again into a society impacting gospel, but also an intimate, personal, 
individual, and spiritual gospel. Evangelism must make the gospel personal. While the gospel is not 
disconnected from the issues in society, the gospel must never become sidetracked or taken hostage by 
any one issue. In what is often referred to as the “social gospel,” it is easy to forget about Jesus saving each 
person’s soul to heaven when they believe and make Jesus their Lord. The gospel is both personal and social; 
it is “both/and” instead of “either/or.”

The gospel saves individuals who then spread the kingdom to the world around them. The gospel connects 
them with the Father so that they are recreated “in Christ.” Each person is invited to become a part of this 
global kingdom movement in such a way that their own sins are washed away, and they are personally made 
clean before God, because of Jesus. It’s not a private decision, it’s public and made public in baptism. While it 
is not private, it is very personal. 

Each person can be born again by beginning to believe the story of Jesus, and then desiring to follow him as 

sharing it right now. This is kingdom evangelism. 

Through Jesus’ whole experience (birth, life, miracles, love, death, resurrection, ascension, and return) all of 
creation is being set back right, for God so loves the world. 

The kingdom of God is a global movement in Christ Jesus impacting everything for good. When you share 
the gospel, people will love to hear this, because it connects the gospel with their heart, while at the same 
time making the gospel much bigger than they possibly could have imagined.
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their new Lord into a kingdom movement that is in some way an opposite direction from their old life. They 
trade their old kingdom for the new one. In this new life in Christ, grace abounds, and hope prevails even in 
horrible dark days, which there will be. 

For Nicodemus, and for us, to be “born again” is to align one’s life in this whole kingdom movement by 
believing and following Christ. Being born again is to see the world in a new way through the lens of the 
kingdom of God with Christ Jesus as King. 

A person’s personal sins make him a part of the world’s crookedness. Without the grace of God, there was no 
way for anyone to fix this; no amount of good deeds can fix it. We’ve certainly tried, but sin still holds sway 
every day. Because of this, there would be only judgment and destruction without a savior, and death would 
be victorious. 

The Savior died for each person, then came out of the grave and conquered death for each person, too. 

This is how God reigns in our world at the individual level. If you can accept this as truth, if you are willing 
to confess that you are trading your old life to live with Jesus as your King, then you are being born brand 
new into the kingdom of God. And it’s not just for this time, but for eternity. Indeed, if you give your life to 
follow Christ, but then tragically die tomorrow, you will go to be with the Lord and live forever  
(2 Corinthians 5:8). What a life-giving win because of Jesus!

 • What are some of the most exciting things in the Bible that you think may help 
tell the grand story of the gospel?  

 • What Bible stories helped you to be “born again”?
 • What parts of this lesson stood out to you? 

DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION
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Evangelism must make the 
gospel personal.
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What if, when sharing the 
full gospel, instead of  

highlighting a few points,  
we instead tell the gospel  

as a story?
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Week 9:  
Why Does “Story” Matter?

SILENT  
PRAYER

KICK-OFF
QUESTIONS

Hopefully, starting a study with silent prayer has started to become a habit. Find a 
comfortable position and pray for openness to the leading of God. If you need to clear 

your mind from the business of the day, ask for forgiveness, deal with some pressing spiritual issue, or simply 
center yourself in Christ, this is the moment [3 min.]

 • How are you feeling so far?  

Preparing Your Heart
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What is the Narrative Gospel?

Today, we are going to make telling the gospel even more clear. You have been learning about sharing the gospel 
in fullness and beauty, as embodied in the kingdom of God. There are many moments in scripture that can help 
the gospel come alive. Let us now consider a effective method to share this exciting and grand gospel.

If you want to get somewhere, you need a good vehicle. What is your vehicle to offer the gospel? 
Propositional evangelism and narrative evangelism are two choices.

Propositional Evangelism

Obviously, if the gospel has many deep elements, then a few points may not be sufficient. Remember,  
we are judged by our practice, not by how many people make decisions, which is the Spirit’s work. Different 
from narrative (story) evangelism, a popular method utilized propositions to tell the gospel. A proposition is 
a word commonly used for a “point of truth.” Here is an example:

One of the shortest methods of evangelism is often referred to as the ABCs. A-Admit to God you are a 
sinner. B-Believe in Jesus as God’s Son. C-Confess your faith in Jesus as Savior and Lord. 

These points can be derived from many passages of scripture. Romans 6:23 teaches that we are sinners 
headed for destruction, but God saves us through Jesus Christ. Romans 10:9 says that if we “confess that 
Jesus is Lord and believe that Jesus rose from the dead, we will be saved.” These points and passages represent 
a significant picture of the gospel, but not the fullest picture of it.

In his book, Live to Tell: Evangelism for a Postmodern Age, Brad Kallenberg explains that offering a few 
propositions of truth are not understandable without proper background.1  The concept of “B-Believe 
in Jesus as God’s son,” needs some context behind it. The idea, though true, can come off as somewhat 
ambiguous and can leave people without a sufficient understanding of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. 
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EXPLORING
SCRIPTURE [Read Matthew 28:19]

We are commanded in this text to make disciples of Jesus. Witnessing to the gospel must take into 
consideration the depth of following Christ as a disciple. Therefore, we need to share the gospel in a way that 
sets people on the path of discipleship. What are some important “Bible moments” that you feel would be 
helpful to share with people, but that the “ABCs” might leave out?   

Here is another good example of what we are talking about. The popular “Four Spiritual Laws” method of 
evangelism centered on a set of propositions (points) culminating with an invitation to accept Jesus as one’s 
personal Lord and Savior based on accepting the sequential propositions about him. The four steps are: 1) 
God loves you and has a plan for your life, 2) Man is sinful and separated from God’s plan, 3) Jesus Christ 
is the answer for man’s sin, connecting man to God by his loving death on the cross, and 4) by faith receive 
Jesus as Savior and Lord. 

Notice that in the “Four Spiritual Laws,” Jesus’ birth and life are left out. The election of God’s people 
Israel through whom Jesus comes is left out. The global movement of God to inaugurate his kingdom in 
the present and future is left out. There is no description of the movement people are joining, which is the 
church. This kind of evangelism may help someone do something, but it may not be the most effective way to 
help one to begin life as a disciple. 

In all, the effort to simplify the gospel might actually strip it of its richness. Even though it’s simple, it may 
not be as compelling or understandable. Also, if the continuing movement of the Spirit’s kingdom work is 
left out, the gospel seems stuck in history rather than alive and active today.   

Narrative Evangelism

What if, when sharing the full gospel, instead of highlighting a few points, we instead tell the gospel as a 
story? Story has the capacity to carry more of its grandness. 

When my girls were little, they would jump up onto my lap and say, “Daddy, tell us a story.” They never said, 
“Daddy preach us a sermon.” Story has great potential to capture the heart and imagination of people in a 
way that propositions do not. Let’s see how the apostles practiced evangelism.
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 • What all do you notice about Peter’s witness? 
 • Does he begin with talking about personal sin? 
 • How does he use the Old Testament? 
 • Peter makes a lot of points, but in what way does he tell them? 

DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION

Another word for story is narrative. The “narrative gospel” refers to a fuller gospel picture. It’s told in such a 
way that the plot and characters seem to rise to the surface. 

Brad Kallenberg points out that in this society where postmoderns are skeptical of propositional absolutes, 
evangelism needs to embrace some mystery and vulnerability. Narrative storytellers have something valuable 
to offer our postmodern society because story allows for mystery and vulnerability. It is also much harder for 
postmodern thinkers to deconstruct a story with mystery.

It sounds odd to suggest that we need to share the gospel in a vulnerable way, but here is why. Our society is 
searching for something real, and anything that does not show some element of struggle and allow for doubt 
and questions will come off as fake and gold painted. A story presents ideas to people in such a way that they 
have room to process and struggle, even to doubt. Presenting the gospel with such vulnerability helps it come 
across as believable. Even Jesus did this.

In John 6, after Jesus fed the 5,000, he told the people that if they were to follow him, they must drink 
his blood and eat his flesh. Most of the people started to turn away from Jesus at this moment. Jesus is 
vulnerable to rejection, and this makes him real. He turns to his apostles and asks, “Are you going to leave 
me, too?” Peter declared that they were sticking with him.

EXPLORING
SCRIPTURE [Read Acts 2:17-36]

This narrative way of evangelism is often repeated throughout Acts. The person sharing the gospel may 
change up some of the elements of the gospel story by highlighting different events, but in each case, the 
events are told in a way that builds toward a climax. The climactic part of Peter’s gospel in Acts 2:17:36 must 
have been intense. The people cry out, “What shall we do?” Peter then offers them an invitation to join Jesus 
by “repenting and being baptized.” 
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When we share the gospel as a story, it creates space for people to think, struggle, and opens the door for 
rejection. This is actually preferable in our postmodern society, where skepticism ignores ideas presented as 
“fool-proof ” because they are seen as fake. Therefore, rather than presenting the gospel as a quick-hitting, 
fool-proof fix for everything in life, or like an airtight infomercial marketing a cheap product, a story with 
vulnerability makes the gospel believable and inviting and comes across as more truthful because it’s honest 
and natural. Just like in any relationship, vulnerability is appealing and there is no real intimacy without 
being vulnerable.    

The idea that story contains an important element of mystery is also vital to sharing the gospel. To this point, 
Brian McLaren, author of The Church on the Other Side, tries to help churches understand how the world 
hears today, suggesting how they can share the gospel in this new context: 

“Our words will seek to be servants of mystery, not removers of it . . . as if the mysteries of faith could 
be captured like fine-print conditions in a legal document and reduced to safe equations (propositions). 
Mysteries, however, cannot be captured so precisely.”2  

In other words, because of how people hear and understand today, modern rhetoric needs to depend more on 
the power of story that creates a sense of wonder. Story is not only more capable of holding a fuller gospel on 
its shoulders, but people are more likely to comprehend it, and as the Spirit leads, give their life to it.  

Brian Stone places the practice of evangelism within the “virtuous practice” of retelling the narrative. He 
writes, “This story, with its various characters, subplots, twists, turns, and surprises, literally ‘makes sense’ out 
of the Christian life by depicting its beginning, way, and end and thereby orienting us on a journey.”3  

This kind of approach seems much more normal to life. People actually live out their life as a natural story, 
not as points. Maybe you had a grandparent or parent who would tell you stories about their childhood or 
about how they met their spouses. Were you intrigued? Did it make you want to ask questions? Cultures are 
made up of stories and we develop our understanding of life and truth from them.  

It is as simple as this—people can relate to a story, and they can see how their lives fit into a story; thus, 
sharing the gospel comes across pretty well as a story, too. 

 • Have you ever thought of evangelism as storytelling? 
DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION
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Comparing the Gospel Story to Other Stories 

Another important opportunity is presented when sharing the gospel in the form of narrative witness. The 
listener will hear the story and naturally notice its distinctiveness from other stories. When this distinctness 
is grasped, the listener is faced with a decision, “Which story will I follow?” The kingdom of God and its 
story is unique from other kingdoms of this earth. 

Share the story of Jesus in such a way that draws out how different it is from other religions, other faiths, 
other philosophies, and other ways of life. Pluralism tries to put all ideas together and claim that they all 
are equal in their claims to truth, and a lot of people are pluralists today. When a believer shares the story of 
Jesus to someone who is a pluralist, it is difficult for the pluralist to argue it is just like all the other views and 
accomplishes the same things. Our story in Jesus is different.  

This was the catalyst behind the people’s response in Acts 2, “When the people heard this [Peter’s narrative 
witness/story of the gospel] they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, ‘Brothers, 
what shall we do?’”

As the church finds herself in a hostile world, evangelism becomes a subversive story. In Biblical Perspectives 
on Evangelism, Walter Brueggemann proposes that an evangelistic announcement is like the announcement 
“of a successful political coup.”4  The gospel of Jesus is an alternative to the so-called gospels of the day, 
undermining their power and offering a different way to life. This contrasting alternative must be brought 
into the evangelistic strategy, and story has the potential to do it.

 • What do you think Brueggemann means when he says that the announcement of 
the gospel is like the announcement of a “successful political coup?”

DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION
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It is as simple as this— 
people can relate to a story, 
and they can see how their 

lives fit into a story;  
thus, sharing the gospel 

comes across pretty well as a 
story, too. 
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Week 10:  
Sharing a Loving Invitation  
to Follow Jesus 

SILENT  
PRAYER

KICK-OFF
QUESTIONS

To embrace the habit of prayer is to embrace wisdom. Find a comfortable position 
and pray for openness to the leading of God. If you need to clear your mind from the 

business of the day, ask for forgiveness, deal with some pressing spiritual issue, or simply center yourself in 
Christ, this is the moment [3 min.]

 • How are you feeling so far?
 • Have you noticed any changes, or growth, in your thoughts about sharing Christ 

and the Kingdom story?

Preparing Your Heart
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Why Ethics? 

Welcome to Part III of Excited to Share, the last major section. If you can grasp the main concepts of sharing 
the gospel, you will be excited to share it with people around you. You will feel far less intimidated, more 
confident, and more competent. 

Here is a quick review: Part I focused on the role of the Holy Spirit and being filled and led by the Holy 
Spirit to share the gospel of Jesus. Part II focused on actually sharing the great story of Jesus Christ and the 
kingdom of God with words that help people on a path to discipleship. Beginning this week, Part III shifts 
the focus to the ethics of evangelism.

You may have never felt that ethics played much of a role in evangelism, and unfortunately you would 
be right. Far too often, believers evangelize others without truly caring for them and respecting them. 
Evangelism has received quite a bad rap because of this, to the point that many in our society feel it is 
unethical in and of itself. While this overreaction is not right, it is understandable.  

How and why a person practices evangelism is just as important as what is said. The beautiful story of Jesus 
loses much of its life-giving beauty when it is given in a mean-spirited or arrogant method. Evangelism at its 
worst can be destructive.  

If any form of evangelism is to be tested as faithful, it must pass the test of ethics. 

There are several criteria to judge any method of evangelism as being ethical: 1) ethical evangelism flows 
from a motive of love, 2) ethical evangelism is natural and authentic, 3) ethical evangelism is revealed by the 
witness of life as well as words, and 4) ethical evangelism strives for respect for the world. 

These four criteria of ethical evangelism can be stated in question form as follows: Is the motivation love? Is 
it authentic? Can it be validated by a living example? Is it respectful of others?

The Greatest Ethic is Love 

Love is a proper and powerful motive for many things, and evangelism absolutely is one of them. “From the 
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overflow of the heart the mouth will speak” (Matthew 12:34), so when one’s heart is excited about the love of 
God in Jesus, this love naturally communicates itself to others.
  
In his book, Evangelism in the Early Church, Michael Green points out that from the onset of the Christian 
movement, believers have been driven to share the good news of Jesus Christ. People shared this story at 
great risk of being killed, robbed, laughed at, disenfranchised, and cut off from family. Why? 

Green contends that evangelism is foremost a natural response to God’s love. It wasn’t legalistic obedience 
but love that motivated the early believers. As Christians become less self-absorbed, the people around them 
come into greater focus and love grows for these people. Their lives and stories begin to matter. 

What Happens When Love is not the Motive? 

The gospel’s message of the love of Jesus on the cross is arguably the most powerful image in Christianity, 
and possibly the most powerful image in the world. What will certainly be counterintuitive to the listener 
is to tell such a loving message with less than loving tactics. The content of the gospel is a story about love; 
therefore, the approach/method must match that love. The method cannot be disconnected from the message 
or else it’s unethical. 

Jesus declared that people will know Christians by their love ( John 13:35). 

It should not be surprising that when the methods of sharing the gospel are incongruent with its content, 
people struggle with the message. If evangelistic zeal becomes cut off from the root of love, issues of 
skewed ethics grow like weeds. Consider the variety of “weeds” or ignoble reasons to talk about the gospel. 
Evangelism has been used to control others, achieve political gain, build a religious empire at the expense of 
tribal, familial, and individual dignity, and to extort resources, to name a few. 

Boundless animosity and anger are poured out toward Christians when evangelism is not loving.

 • Have you ever seen evangelism preformed in an unloving way?
DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION
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The Gospel Invitation 

One of the most ethical and loving things one can do in evangelism is to offer a free invitation. An invitation 
is given with no strings attached, and no force, but it must be offered at some point. 

If the gospel is shared without ever inviting the listener to join it, the person can be left to wonder if they are 
welcome. The gospel is the good news, but if that good news is only good for others, but not for the listener, then it’s 
not really gospel for them. When we understand this, invitation and gospel become inseparably linked. Love 
binds the story of Jesus to the invitation for others to join that story.  

Some people may want to reject the gospel invitation; that’s common, yet for those whom the Holy Spirit 
calls, a path to Christ needs to be unveiled. Let’s talk about how to offer an invitation ethically.

The invitation to be born again is paramount in evangelism. What good is the great story of Jesus if it is only 
for insiders? Sharing the gospel must have some way to offer a path for people to give their life to God.  

EXPLORING
SCRIPTURE [Read Acts 8:25–39] 

Consider the Ethiopian eunuch. This foreigner obviously wanted to know God, but was such an outsider that 
he never received an invitation until that blessed, Spirit-filled day when Philip invited him. The invitation for 
that abused outcast to come right in and be baptized demonstrated in love that the kingdom was for him, too. 

An invitation is always ethical when it cares about the life of the listener and does not rush ahead of the 
listener’s readiness. It must not coerce or manipulate, but it must be offered. People have to hear that they are 
invited to the kingdom party as they did in Matthew 22:1–14. In Matthew 22, the king hosting the wedding 
banquet does not force people to come, he simply offers them a grace-filled invitation. 

In both Acts 8:25–39 and Matthew 22:1–14, acceptance of Christ is not forced. In Acts 8, notice how Philip 
doesn’t jump the gun pushing the Ethiopian toward conversion; rather it is the Ethiopian who displays his 
willing heart and desire to be born again and Philip responds faithfully.
 
Evangelism offers an invitation into the kingdom in a way that goes as quickly as the Spirit of God leads the 
listener, not faster, not slower. 
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Following are two ways this could look, but there are more. 

Share the story of Christ, using the fullness of the Bible (covered in Weeks 6–9). Be sure to tell about how 
the gospel is saving the world, and how it can save individuals (covered in Week 8). Both of these gospel 
aspects need to be included so that listeners can see the effect this decision will have on their life. It helps 
people “count the cost.” 

Then, following the leading of the Holy Spirit, share that this life in Christ is for the listener, too. When you 
feel led, invite the listener to be born anew into the life of Christ. It could sound like this.

Option 1:

After you say, “This story is for you, too. You can be a part of it.” You can ask a series of questions like this:

“Do you feel like God wants you to give your life to Christ?” 
If they say, “Yes,” then you can ask them if they believe the story. 

“Do you believe in the story of Jesus, that he was God, and born into our world?” 
“Do you believe that he healed people and taught about God?”
“Do you believe he died on the cross for your sins and the sins of the world, and that he came back to life, 
and that he’s coming again?” 
If they say “Yes,” then you can ask questions regarding committing their life to Christ:

“Will you let go of anything in your life that is more in line with the stories of this world, than with the story 
of Jesus, and will you live with Jesus as your Lord and love him?” And will you be baptized to show people 
that you are a new person in Christ?” 
If they say “Yes,” then you can say:

“May I pray for you that the Holy Spirit will fill your life and lead you?”

Option 2:

You can also guide people to be born again, if they are ready, by helping them say a prayer to God. This is 
often called a “sinner’s prayer.” While we do not find a person being converted using the sinner’s prayer in the 
Bible, it is a valuable and intimate way for a person to take that step.
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If someone has never prayed, then they could repeat a prayer after you. There is nothing wrong with that so 
long as they believe and embrace what they are saying. There many ways to pray for the Lord to save you. A 
person could pray: “God, I believe in you and that you sent Jesus into our world to save us. I believe he died 
and rose again, and I believe everything the Bible says about Jesus. I want to turn away from my old ways and 
I want Jesus to be my Lord. I give my life to Jesus, and I love you, God. Please save me and allow me to join 
your kingdom. Amen.” 

So, we need to witness in a way to leads to invitation, but do not rush to this moment. Helping people to 
become disciples starts with helping them understand what they are doing. 

Not Everything Is Evangelism

If the gospel is inseparably linked to invitation, then this means that not all conversations about Jesus can be  
considered evangelistic. Invitation is a crucial element that sets evangelism apart from simply having a 
religious conversation with someone. 

This doesn’t mean that you should feel required to give an invitation every time you share the gospel. It 
means sharing with gospel in such a way that leads to an invitation. Evangelism is a form of witness that has 
an intent of offering an invitation at some point, or else it is not the gospel. Remember, the gospel is the good 
news, but if that good news is only good for others, but not for the listener, then it’s not gospel for them. 

So, sharing the gospel story is not some open-ended kind of talk without intent to ever land anywhere. 
Evangelism is different from religious discourse if that discourse has no invitational component. Evangelism 
can take years, but it always has the message that people are invited. 

There are many examples of invitation in Scripture. Remember in Acts 2, after Peter tells the story of 
Jesus, he ends with an invitation for the listener to repent and be baptized. Also, in John 4:29, the woman’s 
statement to her neighbors about Jesus of “come and see him the one who told me everything I ever did” 
represents an invitation. The potential that Jesus has for everyone is made available—the secret is now open 
for all to experience. 

Invitational Story Telling

Now, how does this idea of offering an ethical, loving invitation tie into sharing the gospel as a story? 
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EXPLORING
SCRIPTURE In Acts 2:38, the Greek word for repent, metanoia, means to change (meta) your mind 

(noia), or turn away from something and turn toward something else. 

Last week, the attention was on the value of story, and part of that lesson explained how the listener can 
compare the gospel story to other stories. This comparison is important for the listener precisely because 
it presents a choice. The hope of evangelism is that hearers can change stories, as Brian Stone asserts, 
“Christians become Christians not merely by hearing a story but by being formed bodily into one.”1  

Evangelism is a form of witness that is invitational because it tells a good news story for our world, and then 
it gives people a chance to leave their old stories behind and align themselves anew with the kingdom story 
of Jesus. In the method of presenting the gospel in narrative form, this kind of invitation to repent comes 
naturally. The repenting of the convert is expressed in terms of turning away from one’s old stories that 
defined one’s prior life and joining in the hopeful story of Jesus. 

In Evangelism for Normal People, John Bowen writes, “Repentance means turning away from other paths and 
turning toward Jesus, and so it’s actually a very liberating thing . . . We get to turn away from things that 
would destroy us, and experience God’s new life instead.”2 
 
Whenever someone hears the story of Christ, they have a decision to either stay their own course or switch 
their current life’s story and become one of the characters enacting the movement of God. Brian Stone calls 
this “new story reorienting.”
 
Faithful evangelism bears witness to the story of God, then helps people imagine their life as a part of it.3  
To evangelize in this way keeps the emerging disciple from gravitating into an existential belief system that is 
void of practical implications of that belief. This is why both the global and personal/individual aspects of the 
gospel (covered in Week 8) are important. 

N. T. Wright describes this kind of invitation in his book, The New Testament and the People of God. There he 
gives an idea of the people of God continuing the unwritten part of the biblical narrative. The church carries 
the gospel story into the future with its own innovation that is consistent with the plot line.4  The evangelist 
helps listeners connect the dots between the story of Jesus and their own story, at which time switching 
stories becomes full of imaginative potential. 
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How might this look within a real evangelistic exchange? After telling the story of Christ and comparing it 
to other stories, the evangelist can offer an invitation that could look like this: 

Can you picture your life with Christ? Imagine it for a moment. Are you feeding someone who 
doesn’t have anything to eat? Are you singing? Are you joyful? Are you less greedy, less angry, or less 
violent? Perhaps you are satisfied with what God has given you and set free from the endless desire 
for more. Are you involved with a group of people who are culturally and racially diverse but joined 
by a belief in the love of Christ? Are you seeing through the lies in our society claiming that only 
powerful, talented people matter? Have you found patience with your parents, children, or spouse? 
These types of things are a part of God’s kingdom. God wants you to be a part of all this. How can 
you be a part of the movement, a part of the story? You are invited to turn away from anything that 
falls short of this picture, and to embrace the story of God in Jesus Christ. Jesus lived and died and 
rose again and he is coming back to lovingly rule our world. Do you feel led to be a part of this? 
The Bible says this is the kingdom of God, and it is more valuable than anything (Mat 13). Do you 
sense God calling you?

Let’s Practice Sharing the Gospel

Based on what you learned today, a faithful moment of evangelism could say something like this, and it only 
takes about a couple of minutes to say. 

I think Christianity is amazing because it’s the life of someone who has been impacted by the story of Jesus Christ. The 
story is full of hope for every person and for our whole world. Jesus is God in the flesh, and I don’t exactly know how 
that works, but that’s our story. And it’s good because when we look at the life of Jesus, we see a picture of how much 
God loves us. Jesus once reached out his hand and touched a leper before he healed him. No one ever did that because 
leprosy was extremely contagious, which made lepers outcasts. Yet, Jesus touched the leper and then healed him. That 
helps us understand God. Jesus did all kinds of things like this. 

 • How would you offer an invitation to someone?
 • How would you like for someone to offer an invitation to you?

DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION
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People who have been truly touched by Jesus have started orphanages, they adopt children, they advocate for the poor, 
and fight against oppression. God is building his kingdom and it’s a kingdom of hope and peace.

Jesus was born into our world to bring great healing from God. Because he was so different and threatened the status 
quo, the community rulers and Roman leaders had him crucified on a cross. But the cross was a means by which Jesus 
paid the penalty for the sins of our world, and then he rose from the dead on the third day and defeated death. One 
day, Jesus is coming back and everyone will see how great his kingdom is. 

I’m a part of the movement right now and so are millions of people all over the world from every tribe and every 
nation. It’s a global phenomenon. When Jesus returns, he will set all things right, he will create a new earth, and his 
wonderful rule will be right here in the middle of it all, and we will go on living with him as our King forever. He 
takes the consequence of our sins away and makes us brand new. So, I knew I needed a Savior because I’m far from 
perfect. I’ve found Jesus as my Savior, and his presence in my life has really made a difference. I’ve made a switch for 
something better. I think he could make a difference in anyone’s life, including yours. Do you feel like God wants you 
to give your life to Jesus? God invites everyone to have life.
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The witness of the Christian 
life demystifies the abstract 
concepts of the gospel in its 

spoken forms.
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Week 11:  
Ethical Witness through  
Living and Authenticity

SILENT  
PRAYER

KICK-OFF
QUESTIONS

The more we practice prayer, the more we learn to appreciate its value. Find a 
comfortable position and let’s pray silently for openness to the leading of God. If you 

need to clear your mind from the business of the day, ask for forgiveness, deal with some pressing spiritual 
issue, or simply center yourself in Christ, this is the moment [3 min.]

 • How are you feeling so far?
 • From last week, how does the idea of ethical sharing of the gospel resonate  

with you?

Preparing Your Heart
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The Living Witness 

Unfortunately, in the history of evangelism there has been a covert idea that “anything goes” to get someone saved. 

Many Christians today are less inclined to practice a form of evangelism where “anything goes.” The truth 
is, most Christians are more conscientious than that; they don’t want to be a jerk. Have you ever encountered a 
salesperson who was so pushy that you would never go back to that place of business again? 

Is there a way to practice evangelism without being a jerk? Perhaps this has already crossed your mind during 
this study. One comedian said, “Why is it that many people who claim to have been born again, you wish 
they had never been born to begin with?”  

Two important questions regarding ethical evangelism are: 1) What is your lifestyle communicating? and 2) 
Can you honestly share how the gospel has impacted you (your testimony)?

First, verbal proclamation is not the only way to practice evangelism. By understanding evangelism in 
terms of bearing witness to the gospel of the kingdom of God, we open the door for evangelism to include 
anything that points people to the kingdom of God and invites them to join the movement. In other words, 
the way you live can be evangelism, too.

EXPLORING
SCRIPTURE [Read John 9]

In this passage, the man’s witness was based on his new reality. His life was radically changed—he was born 
blind but now he could see, and this healing was the center of his witness that Jesus was Lord in v. 38. 

Ethical evangelism is grounded in a person’s witness that has life evidence, without which it is hypocritical 
and empty. The reality of the man’s open eyes witnessed to a truth that something wonderful had happened. 
Similarly, we can point to the wonderful movements of God in our lives as well. The evidence of the gospel 
is the life of the church, meaning both the individuals who comprise a church and that family of faith as 
a whole. Christians should belong to a local worshiping family of faith. Collectively and individually, the 
people of a church, as observed by the public, serve as a witness to the gospel.  

As Jesus alluded to in the Sermon on the Mount, our lives are lights to all people, as beacons of the gospel. 
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The witness of the Christian life demystifies the abstract concepts of the gospel in its spoken forms. In other words, the life 
of the Christian offers something tangible and compelling to which proclamation can point and be understood. 

How does one describe ideas like “faith” without someone’s life to point to as an example? Hebrews 11 does 
just this, citing several examples. Otherwise, ideas like “faith” are simply an existential religious belief (theory 
about spiritual things) with no practical implications. That is not Christianity! 

In Week 8, we studied the Parable of the Sheep and Goats in Matthew 25. You may remember how the real 
citizens of the kingdom of God practiced evangelism in that parable.  They showed the good news by making 
it tangible in people’s lives! They fed, clothed, visited, and invited people in. In the same way, the life of the 
church acts as a significant witness to the gospel of Jesus. 

When a church engages their mission by demonstrating loving kindness, these actions help validate/
authenticate/demonstrate their verbal witness. People can only understand what Christians are saying when 
they can witness an example. 

Sadly, the role that lifestyle plays within evangelism has often been a source of great debate, but it should 
not even be a question. There are many examples like the life change of the man born blind in John 9 which 
suggest that evangelistic witness is most complete and most ethical when it involves both the words and life 
of the church. 

It is entirely possible that reducing evangelism to verbal witness alone may stem from a deeper, unethical issue. 

Perhaps the reduction begins with how the evangelist views the listening person in the first place. In his book 
The Ethics of Evangelism, Elmer Thiessen suggests, 

Ethical proselytizing that respects and protects the dignity of persons must always be an expression of 
concern for the whole person and for all of his or her needs—physical, social, economic, intellectual, 
emotional, and spiritual. To care only for the salvation of the souls of persons is unethical. It involves 
an objectification of a part of the person, and as such violates that person’s dignity.1

So, living out the gospel in ways that are life giving to others and does right by them is the essence of 
evangelism. And like the man born blind ( John 9), everyone can evangelize because anyone can bear witness 
by living out the good news and inviting others into that good news. His good news was his sight. What is 
your good news? It’s to this question that we turn in next.
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 • Do you feel that your life’s actions can be a witness to the kingdom of God? 
 • Can you offer your story of how Jesus has changed your life? 

DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION

Authentic Witness is Not Intolerant 

One of the most ethical forms of witnessing is not only to live out the good news, but to share your own 
personal story honestly. 

EXPLORING
SCRIPTURE [Read John 9:15-25]

Did you notice how the man born blind offered his witness and was not a jerk when he did it? He was not 
intolerant, nor was he narrow—he simply told his story. This is a great example of ethical evangelism, and you 
can do this, too. You can tell your story authentically. 

It would be hard to imagine the most pluralistically minded postmodern anywhere in Western society 
accusing the man born blind of being intolerant, disrespectful, or narrow in his evangelism. He wasn’t; 
his witness was too pure. If we can follow his example, simply telling our story, we can evangelize in our 
postmodern context. 

Although the result of the witness of the man born blind may not be considered effective or successful by 
those who measure success in terms of numbers of converts, it was a triumph of success. The Pharisees were 
neither convinced nor converted, but they had to deal with the simple truth of his story. 

The man’s story of what Jesus had done in his life was now out, and on the loose, working in their minds and 
hearts. They could deny it, but they couldn’t ignore it. Remember, everything that happens subsequent to a 
person’s witness is the job of the Holy Spirit.  

“I know that I was blind, but now I see” is an authentic witness to the kingdom of God, and it is successful in 
and of itself. This means the end is not to convince others, but simply to be faithful to share what you know 
is true. Let’s judge our evangelism by how we practice it and by what we say. Did we tell about the gospel 
and our life in the gospel? 
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 • Do you feel there is anything wrong with someone sharing their story? 
 • Did you know that telling your own story is not intolerant or unethical; in fact, it 

is completely human? What do you think about that? 

DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION

Witnessing is Natural

When discussing the ethics of evangelism, Elmer Thiessen quotes John Haughey, Senior Fellow, Woodstock 
Theological Center, Georgetown University, who declared, “It seems to be endemic to the way we are as 
human beings to promote with others what we ourselves have come to understand as true and good.”2  

To not share what has been found as valuable is anathema (denunciation/contrary) to self. If sharing one’s 
story was intolerant or unethical we would not have Twitter.

What kind of people stay silent about what they find as good and meaningful? 

Because most of us want to be tolerant of others, how do we share the gospel without being intolerant? The 
answer is by sharing how the gospel has impacted us! Most people like a good story. If the good news has 
touched your life, then you ought to have a good story to tell. 

The word “natural” is key. It is a natural part of humanity to talk about what matters most. This demonstrates 
the absurdity of the postmodern accusation that evangelism in and of itself is intolerant, narrow, and even 
dangerous. 

If it is considered intolerant to others to share deeply held religious ideas that have greatly impacted your life, 
then what is worth sharing in life? Are humans relegated to sharing about things that do not really matter to 
them or others? 

All people will evangelize about something because all people are innately evangelists. It is obvious that the 
question is not, “to share or not to share.” The question is, how does one goes about sharing, and what is 
being shared? 

Your story in Jesus is key to your practice of evangelism. 
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 • Do you think, by the filling of the Spirit, you could share your story of what Jesus 
means to you? 

 • What is one part of your story that is worth telling? 

DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION

The Humble Witness 

Last, one of the most important things we learn from John 9 is that we do not have to know everything in 
order to evangelize. Hooray! You will love this.

EXPLORING
SCRIPTURE [Read John 9:24-25]

Upon the Pharisees’ second questioning, the man born blind has a witness (marturia) to declare in v. 25. 
His witness is that he can be completely sure of one piece of knowledge, that he indeed was blind but is not 
anymore, and that Jesus is the reason for this wonder. 

Throughout the story, there is a battle between what the Pharisees “know” and what the blind man now 
“knows.” The questioning of the Pharisees reads as an epic struggle for true knowledge, as Craig Keener 
notes, “Epistemological terms (‘know’) dominate the dialogue scenes and probably provide the metaphoric 
meaning of ‘sight’ language also prominent in the chapter.”3  

If Keener is correct, then this phrase in v. 25, “I once was blind but now I see,” is possibly a phrase 
signposting that, “I once did not know that Jesus was from God, but now I do know.” The word “know” is 
used seven times in this interrogation scene. 

Why is this idea of “know” significant?  

Because, you know something too! You know your story, and people cannot take that away from you. This 
should build your confidence in evangelism. But there is a lot you don’t know as well.  

So stay humble! Like the man born blind, we speak about what we know, not about things we don’t know. 
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Look at how the man born blind simply holds to his experience, rather than attempt to debate things he had 
little knowledge.  The Pharisees were challenge him about Jesus being a sinner, because of issues surrounding 
Sabbath law. Since they knew about this issue, he wisely doesn't engage and honestly says he doesn't know. 
Powerfully, however, he humbly holds to his own experience. He feels no need to enter into realms of 
knowledge of which he is unsure.4 

In the same way, neither does today’s evangelism need to establish airtight arguments on everything from 
evolution to proving God’s existence! Yea! 

No doubt, there will always be someone who has far more training in some discipline than the evangelist. 
Put another way, we don’t need to defend God, nor try to respond to every question, critique, or doubt about 
him. God is capable of defending himself; all he asks of us is to tell our story and let the Holy Spirit use our 
words. Isn’t that great news? Evangelism just became easier. 

The power of the man’s witness lies in what he knows for certain, rather than attempting to apply his experience 
into fields in which he obviously has little training. The Pharisees clearly would have beaten him in a debate 
about the Law and the Sabbath, as this was their field of knowledge, their wheelhouse. Rather than getting 
caught up into the dogma of sinfulness of healing on the Sabbath, the man simply stuck to his own field of 
knowledge, “I don’t know about those things. All I know is that I was blind and now I see.”

This humble witness of the man born blind does not require debating all things or winning all arguments. 
This is an example of a faithful, authentic, and ethical evangelistic practice. 

Christians, it is both untrue and foolish to pretend that we have every answer to every question. There is 
much mystery in this life, and we must embrace that mystery with humility. 

Most people would be interested in hearing a real story about Jesus’ impact on someone’s life, as long as the 
person doesn’t pretend that their story is a proof text for everything in the world. Let’s stop pretending and 
allow some mystery and vulnerability. By the way, this will be more compelling because it’s believable.   

People today are skeptical about anyone who claims to have all the answers. In fact, trying to give an answer 
to everything will actually undermine your witness. Someone might think, “I was interested until they started 
giving shallow answers to every hard question.” 

WEEK 11



92

The truth is, there is a great deal we don’t understand about how it all works (like the man born blind). 
Actually, no one does, but that does not have to intimidate us from bearing witness to what we do know.  
 
So, you don’t have to be an expert in apologetics (defending the Christian faith), or every science, in order to 
evangelize faithfully. Isn’t that a great blessing! 

If someone asks a question you don’t know, it doesn’t hurt your witness to simply say, “I don’t know.” If you 
act like you do, it’s unethical, it’s not true, and it undermines your whole witness. Just say you don’t know 
about that. Easy. If the listener wants to argue, you don’t have to be a great debater. Just go back to your story 
and humbly say, “Well, I don’t know about all that. You have some good questions, and I hope you find the 
answers for them. All I know is that I once was blind, but now I see.”

 • Does this make sense to you? 
 • How might it decrease your level of intimidation in bearing witness if you don’t 

have to argue everything or know everything? Your witness can be successful 
without having every answer. 

DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION
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You don’t have to be an  
expert in apologetics in order 

to evangelize faithfully.
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To respect others is nothing 
short of offering heaven in 
the present. In this regard, 
evangelism is not only faith 
sharing, but “hope sharing.”
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Week 12:  
Ethical Witness  
Through Respect

SILENT  
PRAYER

KICK-OFF
QUESTIONS

Prayer could be thought of like breakfast—the most important “meal” of the day. 
Find a comfortable position and let’s pray silently for openness to the leading of God. 

If you need to clear your mind from the business of the day, ask for forgiveness, deal with some pressing 
spiritual issue, or simply center yourself in Christ, this is the moment [3 min.]

 • Have you noticed any change in your thoughts or feelings about evangelism?

Preparing Your Heart
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Learning Respect

On the subject of ethics in evangelism, John Bowen, author of Evangelism for Normal People, documents the 
experience of a woman who had a negative encounter with a person trying to convert her. The evangelist 
asked no questions about her life or tried to understand anything about her but simply launched into a 
speech. Bowen described the encounter as, “A project, not a person. The verbal message (God loves you) was 
contradicted by the non-verbal message (you are another project). There was no equality in the conversation, 
no interest in the other persons’ faith journey, no concern for her pain or perspective. In other words, no 
respect.”1  

In The Ethics of Evangelism, Elmer Thiessen writes, “It is the dignity and worth of the human being that I 
believe is the foundation of any adequate ethical theory [of evangelism].”2  

 • How does this make you feel? 
 • Have you ever had a negative encounter with a Christian like this? 
 • How might you respect a listener?

DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION

So how does a Christian respect someone? 

In Evangelism After Christendom, Brian Stone’s view is that evangelism was and is a practice with a singular 
telos in mind (telos is the ultimate end, aim, or hope of something that affects how that thing is approached 
in the present). 

Pretend that you know something great is going to happen in your future, and somehow it has been revealed to you. 
Now, it is your job to live in such a way that you move toward that end. That’s telos!
 
Thus, it stands to reason that respecting others can only come when the evangelist understands the telos of 
a person; in other words, what that person ultimately means in the heart of Christ Jesus. Only then can the 
evangelist bring the dignity of heaven to bear on a person’s current life. The one practicing evangelism will 
see the person quite differently.
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C. S. Lewis asserts in his book, The Weight of Glory, “It is a serious thing to live in a society of possible gods 
and goddesses, to remember that the dullest and most uninteresting person you talk to may one day be a 
creature that if you saw it now, would be strongly tempted to worship . . . You have never talked to a mere 
mortal.”3  

To respect others is nothing short of offering heaven in the present. In this regard, evangelism is not only 
faith sharing, but “hope sharing.” We respect him or her because of the hope of everything they are and will 
be in kingdom of God.

The gospel is more than escaping from this earth into heaven; rather, it is also joining God’s mission to 
restore the earth (Week 8). Evangelism occurs when people can recognize where this restorative kingdom 
gospel is, hear what it is about (sharing the gospel), and are invited to participate living it in the here and 
now (invitation). 

For instance, John Bowen suggests that at the bottom of Jesus’ respect for the woman at the well ( John 4), 
and the man born blind ( John 9), was his understanding that they were made in the image of God and that 
one day everyone else would see it, too.4  

Listening to the Listener

For Elmer Thiessen, there are five areas of a person’s life that ought to be taken into consideration if 
evangelism is to be an ethical practice: self-dignity, self-care, physical self, psychological self, and social self.5

 
The evangelist will only understand these things in a listener’s life if the listener is given the chance to speak 
as well. Their story matters, and if sincere, their current religious ideas matter, too. At several points, the 
evangelist needs to become the listener. 

There is no doubt that the Holy Spirit has already been working in the listener’s life. Through active listening, 
one can build bridges to Jesus Christ from the listener’s story by pointing out those places where God has 
already been working in the listener’s life. Evangelism is conversational when it does this. It doesn’t feel like a 
sales pitch. You actually can visit with the person you are witnessing to. Isn’t that pleasant picture? 
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Don’t Rush the Decision

In John 9, the man born blind does not seem to be trying to convert anyone or get them to make a decision. 
He certainly respects who they are and dares not overstate his case (Week 11). He doesn’t even tell them how 
wrong they are, and as a result, much debating is avoided. 

In vv. 30–33, he attempts to connect some dots about Jesus out of his story, but overall, he is simply telling 
his story authentically and unapologetically. 

Remember, if people give their lives to Christ, that is the work of the Spirit. Leaving a person's salvation and 
response to the Holy Spirit could be one of the most respectful and ethical things we do. Offering an invitation 
is loving and ethical, and all evangelism should move in this direction, but one must seek God’s timing. 

Imagine if you could be free to share your story with absolutely no pressure on you to get the listener to convert—
would you be more excited to share?

 • What are some other ways to respect the listener? 
 • How might respect for others affect your confidence to bear witness? 

DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION

You Can Make Disciples

Another vital way to hold fast to an ethic of respect is to understand the commonality of evangelism  
and discipleship.

EXPLORING
SCRIPTURE [Read Romans 1:15]

It may surprise you, but evangelism is making disciples at any stage in their spiritual life, as John Bowen 
asserts, “In writing to the Christians in Rome, Paul says a strange thing. He expresses his ‘eagerness to 
proclaim the gospel to you also who are in the Rome.’” 
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In Greek, “proclaim the gospel” is the term from which comes the word evangelize. But how can Paul say 
that he wants to evangelize those who are already Christians? He clearly says he wants to evangelize “you,” 
those to whom he is writing, whom he has already called “God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be 
saints” (Romans 1:7), that is Christians.6

Isn’t that interesting? Clearly, Paul sees evangelism as a practice that not only helps someone cross the threshold of 
belief (born again) but also helps them grow as disciples of that belief. This idea can transform our understanding 
of evangelism. Evangelism occurs at every level of understanding about Jesus. Our discipleship ministers are 
really evangelism ministers. Sunday School classes and Bible studies are evangelizing those who are already 
saved because evangelism is discipling in the Bible. 

The church is trying to make disciples, and any kind of evangelism that does not strive for this may leave 
the new believer experiencing a kind of “bait and switch.” For instance, when evangelism and discipleship 
are separated, evangelism could be seen as doing anything it needs to do to get people in the door, and then, 
through some discipleship method, the new convert can learn about what is on the other side. 

This is neither effective nor biblical. Let’s introduce people to the full hope of the other side early on, and the 
better we do this, the stronger the disciple will be. 

Ethical evangelism must respect the person enough to strive toward reducing the possibilities of bait and switch 
tactics. This explains why marrying the making of disciples with evangelism leads to ethical evangelism. 

 • How could it change your approach to someone if you are looking at their life as  
a future disciple far down the road?

DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION

Here is What This Could Look Like

Remember, questions help people think and allows them the dignity of their own freedom of will. This 
prevents coercion. Helping someone cross the threshold of being born again can be started by letting them 
know that they are invited to be a part of the story. 

WEEK 12



100

You could say, “If you feel drawn to this story and something inside feels that it is true, know that you are 
invited to be a part of it. Would you like that?” 

If they answer “Yes,” then you could ask questions such as: 

1. Do you believe that the story of Jesus is true? 
2. Do you believe that your sins can be forgiven through Jesus? 
3. How would following Jesus affect your life? 
4. Are you prepared to repent from your old ways and try to turn to God?
5. Would you confess that you are giving your life to follow Jesus as Lord? 
6. Are you prepared to symbolize your new life in Jesus through baptism? 
7. Where is a Christian church that you feel God is leading you?  

You can go back to the story of the kingdom (Weeks 6–9) at any moment. As the listener confesses a belief 
in the story of Jesus, then let them know that based on this confession, if that’s where their heart is, they are 
giving their life to Christ and he is saving them. 

You can help them say their first prayer as a believer thanking God for his kingdom and salvation. If at all 
possible, stay in their life and continue to help them to grow as a disciple, including joining a community of 
faith with a public baptism.
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Ethical evangelism must  
respect the person enough 
to strive toward reducing 

the possibilities of bait and 
switch tactics.
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CONCLUSION
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Week 13:  
Bringing It All Together

Bringing it All Together 

For the last 13 weeks, you have studied evangelism. If Christians will seek to be filled and led by the Holy 
Spirit to share the gospel, and if they learn the grand story of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and if they share this 
story in ethical ways, then excitement will build and Christians will become faithful in evangelism.

This is not a program for a few weeks. It teaches Christians how to become what God has called us to 
become while living in this world; it is a life that glorifies God. Can you imagine what your church would be 
like if everyone practiced evangelism like this? The community of faith would transform the greater area in 
which they live by the Spirit of God. Real lives would be changed.

If your church has been on the decline, this might help to bring revitalization. If your church is struggling to 
break through certain barriers, Excited to Share might help. 
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Where to Go from Here: Always Have a Sodality in Your Life

Sharing the gospel filled with the Holy Spirit, sharing it grand, and sharing it ethically are the theological 
points to create excitement for faithful evangelism. Like anything, however, even these precious ideas will 
slowly leak out if left to their own inertia. 

Peter writes, “I will always remind you of these things, even though you know them and are firmly 
established in the truth you now have” (2 Peter 1:12). This constant reminding is best experienced in a group, 
an evangelism sodality. 

It may be time to break away from your current sodality, and that’s okay, but find others with whom you can 
continue practicing evangelism. All Christians need a small group with whom they can trust, practice new 
ways to share the gospel, and pray for each other. This group doesn’t need to meet weekly, but they do need to 
meet regularly. Who needs to be in your sodality? 

As long as you are in an evangelism sodality, the excitement to share will continue.  

Future Sodalities

There is no curriculum for the continued meetings of an evangelism sodality unless they want to reuse this 
(or use another) training. Your new group could simply read the Bible story together, then discuss how the 
things read that day could be used in evangelism. It is important that the conversations always bring in 
evangelism in some way. This helps us be “doers of the Word, and not hearers only” ( James 1:22). 

The most important thing is that the group should always seek the filling of the Holy Spirit together and 
talk about the story of Jesus. This is a story that will continue to grow and become more fruitful with every 
Bible study and every conversation. Do you remember the image of the peg and the colored cloths? Imagine 
a peg in a wall. Each day, you drape a new piece of colored cloth on that peg. One day, that peg is covered 
with colorful beautiful fabric. This is what it will be like to know more of the story of Jesus, and there is 
always more color to add. 

Before you leave today, write down the names of at least three people who can help you form an evangelism 
sodality. Then, pray for that sodality to come together. Then, think about asking them to join you. 
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 • Do you believe that you can practice this kind of evangelism?  
Share why or why not.

DISCUSSION
& APPLICATION

The Life Practice

If you have been waiting for anything to practice your witness filled with Holy Spirit, the wait is over! 

With whom is God leading you to share the gospel? There are so many ways to enter into a moment of 
sharing the gospel. It depends on who you are talking to. Here are two scenarios:

When sharing the gospel with a friend:
 
 • You can simply bring God up in a conversation. 
 • You can share about something that has happened to you lately, and bring your faith into it. Then ask if 

anyone has ever shared with them the story of Jesus.  
 • You can ask if you can pray for them about something. 
 • You can invite them to church or your Bible study, but seek to connect them with the gospel. 

Remember This

Let’s always remember that faithfulness in evangelism is measured by how well we respond to these 
questions:

 • When you felt the Spirit tell you to speak or act, did you do it? If not, why? 
 • Did you attempt to describe the fullness of the story of Jesus with invitation? If not, why? 
 • Did you care about the person by being authentic, giving them respect, and giving them space to move 

according to the leading of the Spirit? If not, why?
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When sharing the gospel with a stranger:

You can use some of the approaches below:

 • “Hi my name is ________. I live _______. I work at _______. I am a Christian, and I wanted to ask if 
you might be interested in visiting about God?” 

 • If there is something in your environment that brought you and the stranger together, then you could 
say, “I’m glad I met you today. I am Christian, and by any chance would you like to get together and 
share our stories?” 

 • If you notice someone is hurting or needing something, the Spirit might be leading you to go up to 
them and say, “Pardon me. My name is _________. I live here in town. I noticed __________. I’m a 
Christian and I felt that I couldn’t just pass you by. I know we are strangers, but I work at __________. 
By any chance would you like to visit?”

The Holy Spirit will lead into these wonderful moments if we pray for them and are looking for them. Be 
ready to enjoy practicing this grand, natural, ethical style of evangelism.

Summary

It has been said that review is the best way to learn. Following is a summary of what we have been studying:

Part I: Evangelism and the Holy Spirit

 • Main point: Since God is the primary evangelist, Christians need the Holy Spirit to lead them  
in evangelism. 

 • Main point: There are many challenges to evangelism that Christians cannot overcome on their own, 
dependence on the Holy Spirit is the only way to meet these challenges.  

 • Main point: There are two practices that help prepare a church to be filled with the Holy Spirit for 
evangelism, 1) striving for togetherness, 2) prayerful waiting. 

 • Main point: Christians need to be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit for evangelism so that the 
right words are spoken, the proper courage is displayed, and so that the heart of the listener becomes 
open to the gospel. 
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Part II: Sharing the Gospel

 • Main point: The gospel is the kingdom of God, and it has power to transform people’s lives, especially 
when it is shared in a way that allows its fullness to be heard.  

 • Main point: The gospel is the kingdom of God, and Christians need to understand the grand story if 
they are to share it with others. 

 • Main point: Being “born again” is an experience that affects how people see themselves in this world, 
and how they see themselves in eternity. 

 • Main point: When sharing the gospel, the best way to share it is like it’s written, as a story. 
 • Main point: Evangelism must include a form of loving invitation that is woven into the story of  

the gospel. 

Part III: Ethical Evangelism

 • Main point: Ethical evangelism is first based on the lifestyle of the person sharing, and second, it is 
based on the honesty and humbleness of the person sharing. 

 • Main point: Ethical evangelism is based on respecting the listener by listening and not rushing to a 
decision until the time is right. 

 • Main point: Faithful evangelism will continue to be practiced through constant reminding of what has 
been taught and consistent connection to an evangelism sodality.  

Final Discussion

What are some of the points in Excited to Share that you needed to hear the most? 
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Today’s church needs a process of evangelism that will 
energize its faithful practice. 

Studies conducted by The Pew Research Center and Barna 
Research Group agree that the church is in decline, and those 
who believe in the uniqueness of Jesus as Lord have declined. 

Evangelism is needed, but it faces many challenges. In today’s 
context, the most common criticism toward evangelism is 
that it is intolerant and narrow and, therefore, unethical in  
its nature. 

Today’s quick leap to judgment might even call it hateful. 
Many believe that there is simply no way to practice 
evangelism in a way that is good for humanity. 

This perception causes two problems—Christians would 
rather not practice something that will bring this accusation, 
and non-believers have already determined not to listen. 

Excited to Share presents a new evangelistic approach for 
today that is biblical, natural, communal, and ethical.




